
Appreciation Day 2018 / 
Rt. 66 Oktoberfest 

On Saturday, October 13, 2018 we will 
be celebrating Appreciation Day in 
conjunction with the Rt. 66 
Oktoberfest. The OSS will be open for 
tours. Craft and food vendors will be 
set up around the square in 
downtown Waynesville so there will 
be great opportunities for a wonderful 
family day. 

Appreciation Day is a reminder of the 
many friends in our community who 
have contributed so much to continue 
the rich history of the Old Stagecoach 
Stop. Without your past and on-going 
generous support, we would not be 
able to preserve this most historic 
place for future generations. Thank 
you so much for giving us the 
opportunity to keep history alive. 

************************************** 

SPECIAL THANKS to the volunteers from 
the EBOLC Leadership Class led by Shane 
Howley and his dad, Shawn Howley who 
cleaned the back yard of the OSS.  
Wonderful! 

B.A.M 

Bikes Across Missouri 
The Old Stagecoach Stop was privileged 
to be a part of the bike riders who were 
traveling across Missouri in mid-June. 
Big Bam arrived in Waynesville the 
morning of June 20th, overnighting in 
the Waynesville City Park. There were 
over 600 cyclists riding 384 miles, 
climbing 13,000 feet, as they bicycled 
across Missouri. This exciting event 
began June 17 in Joplin, Missouri and 
ended in Eureka, Missouri on June 22. 
They had glowing compliments for how 
our businesses pulled together to 
welcome them and provide for their 
needs making it a smashing success for 
our community. 

************************************** 

SAVE THE DATES: 

Oct. 13 – OSS Appreciation Day /Rt. 66 
OktoberFest - Activities on the Square -
11 am – 4 pm 

Dec. 6 – Christmas on the Square/OSS 
will be open from 6:00 to 9:00 pm. The 
kitchen table will be filled with food, 
coffee, mulled cider, and hot chocolate! 
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SPOTLIGHT -------
- Special artifacts at the Old Stagecoach Stop-

Wind Up Phonograph  

The large piece of furniture under the front 
window in the 1941 Sleeping Room often 
goes unnoticed, but was once a common 
fixture in the American home. It contains a 
wind up phonograph, commonly called a 
Victrola, on one side of the cabinet and 
storage for 78 rpm disc records on the other. 

A grooved record would be placed on the 
phonograph’s turntable; then the spring 
motor that powered the machine was wound 
by turning the hand crank on the side of the 
cabinet. Twenty-five to thirty revolutions of 
the crank would have been enough to play 
one record. The toner arm, fitted with a steel 
needle, was then placed on the record. The 
grooves in the disc caused the needle to 
vibrate and these sound waves were 
transferred to a diaphragm, reproducing the 
sounds recorded on the disc, and then to a 
horn that amplified the sound. 

The original phonograph was invented by 
Thomas Edison in 1877. His invention used 
a cylinder rather than a disc to record and 
reproduce sounds. In 1887, Emile Berliner, a 
German immigrant to America, improved on 
Edison’s invention by reproducing sounds 
on a flat disc that could be mass produced 
and stored more easily. He asked Eldridge 
Johnson, owner of a small machine shop, to 
help him develop a low-cost spring wound 

motor for the device. Berliner called his 
invention a gramophone, and formed “The 
Gramophone Company” to manufacture 
both recording discs and the gramophone 
that played them. Both Edison’s and 
Berliner’s machines relied on a large horn 
that extended from the machines to amplify 
the sound.  

After a series of patent infringement lawsuits 
restricted Berliner’s ability to sell his 
products in the United States, he moved to 
Canada and ownership of his company was 
transferred to Johnson, who renamed the 
operation the “Victor Talking Machine 
Company.” Around 1905, Victor came up 
with a new design by folding the 
amplification horn downward from the 
turntable so that it would be concealed 
within a large floor-standing cabinet. 
Johnson quickly patented the idea and gave 
it the copyrighted name “Victrola.” The first 
Victrolas were marketed in 1906. Aimed at 
wealthier families, they sold for $200.  In 
1909 and 1910, new models were 
introduced, some selling for as low as $15. 
By 1917, deluxe custom models could be 
purchased for $1,000 and up, and Victor 
was making over 500,000 Victrolas a year. 

The phonograph in the Old Stagecoach Stop 
is a Melody Queen, donated to our museum 
by Phil and Joy Bolduc. The Melody 
National Sales Company was one of the 
more than 400 “off-brand” companies that 
entered the phonograph market  between 
1910 and 1925 as patents held by the “Big 
Three” companies: Victor, Edison, and 
Columbia, were expiring. Little information is 
available on Melody phonographs; the 
company’s advertisement appeared for the 
first time in the national trade journal, The 
Talking Machine World, in 1921. It was an 
unfortunate time to break into the wind up 
phonograph business. 

In 1922, the U.S. Department of Commerce 
reported that the total value of products of 
the phonograph industry in the United States 
had declined 38% from its high of $158.5 
million in 1919. Commercial radio had begun 
broadcasting in 1920, and home radios 
provided better sound quality than 
phonographs. Plus you didn’t need to buy 
the records. Application of radio technology 
brought big improvements to the 



phonograph industry and by the late 1920s, 
electrical disc-playing machines (“record 
players”) became very popular, often 
sharing the same cabinet with a radio 
receiver. (An example of this home 
entertainment system can be viewed in the 
50’s Room at the Old Stagecoach Stop. It 
was purchased by the Old Stagecoach Stop 
Foundation.) 
You may be wondering why we chose to 
exhibit an artifact from the 1920s in a room 
restored to the year 1941, long after the 
wind up phonograph had been replaced by 
electrical models. We don’t know when 
electricity was installed in the Old 
Stagecoach Stop. The Pulaski County 
railroad towns of Richland, Dixon, and 
Crocker built their own electric plants 
respectively in 1914, 1915, and 1916 (see 
News of 1914, News of 1915, and News of 
1916 in the 2014, 2015, and 2016 issues of 
the Old Settlers Gazette at 
www.oldstagecoachstop.org). But there was 
still no talk of bringing electricity to 
Waynesville by 1918. As there are no 
archives of the local Pulaski County 
Democrat newspaper from late 1918 to 
November 1940, there’s a gap in our 
knowledge of that time period in 
Waynesville’s history. We do know that 
Citizens Electric Company (possibly a co-op 
created as a result of the Rural Electric 
Administration, a New Deal effort to bring 
electricity to rural communities and farms) 
was providing service to Waynesville, 
Crocker, and Iberia in January of 1941. 
However, at the time the Old Stagecoach 
Stop Foundation purchased and began 
restoration of the building, there were no 
electrical outlets in the room and only one 
in the entire upstairs. — by Pam Barnabee

References: 
“Off Brand” Talking Machines by R.J. 
Wakeman 
(https://www.antiquephono.org/brand-
talking-machines-r-j-wakeman/) 
History of the Victor Phonograph by Paul C. 
Edie (http://www.victor-
victrola.com/History%20of%20the%20Victor
%20Phonograph.htm) 
History of the Record Industry, 1877-1920s 
(https://medium.com/@Vinylmint/history-of-
the-record-industry-1877-1920s-
48deacb4c4c3)  
Basic Antique Phonograph Operational Tips 

(https://www.antiquephono.org/basic-
antique-phonograph-operational-tips/) 

ON BOARD      

The Old Stagecoach Stop is the oldest 

publicly accessible building in Pulaski 

County. Who owns the museum? If 

you’re a member of the Old Stagecoach 

Stop Foundation, you’re one of the 

owners. The Old Stagecoach Stop Board 

has nine directors that conduct the 

business of the museum. Those same 

nine people make up the majority of the 

volunteers who keep the building open 

on Saturdays, April thru September and 

for special tours and events. Without 

their dedication, there would be no Old 

Stagecoach Stop House Museum.  
*************************************** 

Old Settlers Day, organized by The 

Pulaski County Museum and 

Historical Society was held on July 

28 & 29, 2018 with 1862 Civil War 

reenactments at the park. Music 

was provided by the Back Porch 

Players and Spike & Janis as well as 

Native American and Scottish 

dancers. A Celebration of the 175th 

Anniversary of Waynesville as the 

County Seat was observed. A Civil 

War era service with period music 

was held on Sunday morning at 

9:00 am in the park. Other 

activities included Civil War & 

Kickapoo Trace Muzzle Loaders 

camps and a YMCA Duck Race. 

“General Grant” presented a 

program at the PFAA theatre 

Saturday evening. 
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Old Settlers Day -- Special Thanks  

- to David Chuber for sharing his 

knowledge of Civil War medicine for the 

third year. He was wonderful with our 

visitors, young and old, as he 

demonstrated many types of instruments 

and explained many aspects of medicine 

practiced during the Civil War.  

- to the Bell Motel for providing the 

shuttle from the Old Stagecoach Stop to 

the park on Old Settlers Day. It was 

greatly appreciated. 

*********************************

The Vision of the Old 
Stagecoach Stop Foundation,  
as noted on our website is "to 
preserve, restore,  protect and 
maintain the historic structure in 
Waynesville, Missouri known as the 
"Old Stagecoach Stop" in order to 
permit its educational value to be 
appreciated by future generations; to 
engage in educational and charitable 
activities related to the "Old 
Stagecoach Stop."  

Old Stagecoach Stop Activity 

 

There are two ways to keep abreast 

of the Foundation’s activities. We 

have a website and a Facebook 

page that are active and have 

current news/events. The website 

also has the current and all past 

issues of the Old Settlers Gazette 

available for reading/research. 

www.oldstagecoachstop.org 
Our Facebook page is listed as: 

Old Stagecoach Stop Museum and 

Foundation or go to 
Facebook.com/oldstagecoachstop if 
you do not have a Facebook page. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
We were privileged to host a 
community reception honoring local 

radio personality Gary Knehans on 
Sunday, April 29, 2018 at the Old 
Stagecoach Stop. Gary has been a 
friend to many and the broadcast 
voice for this community since 1963 – 
55 years! We thank him for suggesting 
we carry on with the Old Settlers 
Gazette when KJPW was purchased 
and would no longer be producing it. 
With efforts from all of us, the profit 
allows us to continue to maintain and 
make improvements to our historic 
building.  
 
************************************** 

 

View from the Balcony 

Jeanie Porter, President 

2018 has provided another very busy 

spring and summer for the Old 

Stagecoach Stop. We have enjoyed 

visitors and groups from near and far. 

We’ve entertained a Village group from 

Tulsa, OK,  a CPAC group from Ft. 

Leonard Wood, Cave State Cruisers, 

B.A.M. – bicyclists across Missouri, to 

name a few. We participated in Freedom 

Fest in June and Old Settlers Day in July. 

We’re looking forward to Oktoberfest in 

October and Christmas on the Square in 

December. We are thrilled that so many 

people in our world have taken the time 

to stop in to see our wonderful, historic 

building. Our visitors are always 

impressed with our museum and the 

history represented here. It makes us 

proud of our museum and the 

preservation of this remarkable history of 

our town. 

 
************************************ 

http://www.oldstagecoachstop.org/
http://facebook.com/oldstagecoachstop


The OSS no longer holds an Annual Meeting 
of the Foundation membership. The Old 
Stagecoach Stop Foundation Annual 
Report is available on our website in 
November. 
 

***************************

TAKING THE REINS 

We owe a huge thank you to Marge 
Connors who acts as a tour guide and 
also assists with special tours and events. 
She has played an integral role in keeping 
the building available for the community. 
With bus tours and special groups, as 
well as our regular Saturday hours, it 
takes many volunteers to keep the 
Stagecoach Stop open for the summer. If 
you are interested in joining our 
Foundation Board, or volunteering at the 
Old Stagecoach Stop, contact a current 
board member. We welcome new 
volunteers.  

’
Trail of 

Tears Exhibit 

“ ”

Membership   

 

We want to express our thanks to 
all of our ADVERTISERS in the annual  

Old Settlers Gazette -- 

ISSUE 36 of the Old Settlers Gazette 
was delivered to our advertisers on July 
23 & 24, 2018. This is a group effort, led 
by our author/editor Terry Primas. The 
board does the difficult job of ad sales 
and delivery. The entire proceeds are put 
back into the building, allowing us to 
make improvements and maintain the 
building. If you did not get a copy, stop 
by and pick one up on Appreciation Day 
or Christmas on the Square. If you are 
out of town, request one at 
tprimas@mac.com and we will mail you 
an issue. We appreciate all of the 
businesses and individuals who placed 
an ad in the Gazette. If you would like to 
place an ad next year for your business 
or as an individual, please contact one of 
the board members as soon as possible.  

 

 

SPECIAL THANKS to Mike 
Morriss for donating a 1906 Map 
of Pulaski County which hangs in 
our 1915 kitchen. This map hung 
in his grandfather, Gene Farnham’s 
office for many years, then in 
Mike’s office until he retired. 
Because so many people have 
expressed an interest in this map, 
we are making copies of it available 
for $10 each. We will also have 
copies of the Civil War in the 
Ozarks map in color for $15. This 
map can be seen in the Civil War 
room at the Old Stagecoach Stop. 

 

mailto:tprimas@mac.com


 

 

Old Stagecoach Stop Foundation Membership Application 
The work of the Old Stagecoach Stop Foundation is supported by memberships and donations. We invite 

you to join the Foundation at any one of the membership categories listed below. 
 

Complete this form and mail to: 
Old Stagecoach Stop Foundation, P.O. Box 585, Waynesville, MO 65583 

Please make checks payable to Old Stagecoach Stop. 
 

Name _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address _________________________________________________________________ 
  You may use my email address for:  ___ special event announcements 
   (please check all that apply)   ___ OSS Newsletter 
      ___ membership renewal notice 
 
Level of Membership: 
  ___ Individual $10   ___ Family $15  ___ Patron $25 
 
  ___ *Sponsor $100   ___ *Life $250 
 
* Sponsor and Life members will be recognized in the Old Settlers Gazette. However, if you prefer to 
remain anonymous, please check here _____. 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 
Old Stagecoach Stop Foundation 
P. O. Box 585 
Waynesville, MO 65583 




