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April 6, 2019 will be opening day for the
Old Stagecoach Stop and will continue
every Saturday through September from
10:00 am to 4:00 pm. In addition to
being open on Saturdays, we will be
doing scheduled tours for special groups
as the opportunities arise.
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APPRECIATION DAY,n 2018
n
a Stop celebrated
The Old Stagecoach

Appreciation Day inS conjunction with
Rt. 66 Oktoberfestc in downtown
o
Waynesville on October
13, 2018. We
t
appreciate the many
t friends and
businesses who have contributed so
much to the Old Stagecoach Stop so
that we may continue to observe its
rich history.
DID YOU KNOW --The original OSS double pen log cabins
were built in the 1850s by William Walton
McDonald. The family of 5 lived on one
side and ran the stagecoach business
from the other side.

Christmas on the Square 2018
Over 500 visitors came through the Old
Stagecoach Stop for this delightful event
to enjoy apple cider, hot chocolate, and
coffee as well as sandwiches, veggies,
cookies, breads, candy, and other
snacks. Visitors streamed through from
6:00 to 8:00 pm, enjoying the food,
music, and ambiance. Special music was
provided by Susan Wrasmann, Carol
Spurlock, and Pam Barnabee on their
dulcimers. Other vendors around the
square made this a wonderful family
tribute to our community!

SAVE THE DATES for 2019:
*April 6 - Old Stagecoach Stop tour season
begins. We will be open for tours every
Saturday through September from 10:00 am
- 4:00 pm.
*June 15 - Freedom Fest on the Square11:00 am - 4:00 pm
*July 27-28 - Old Settler’s Day in the Park
11:00 am – 4:00 pm on Saturday
*October – OSS Appreciation Day / Rt. 66
Oktoberfest - 11:00 am – 4 pm
*December 5 – Christmas on the Square

O
ur
Vi
si
o
n
“
to
pr
es
er
ve
its
ed
uc
at
io
na
l
va
lu
e
fo
r
fu
tu
re
ge
ne
ra
ti
o
ns
.”
V

View from the Balcony

ON BOARD

Jeanie Porter, President
I always love sharing with children about
what life was like in the mid-1800s – the
era in which the Old Stagecoach Stop was
built. Getting children to imagine cooking
over an open fire in the fireplace, using
baskets to gather eggs and herbs, sleeping
on a rope bed which had to be tightened
frequently, cleaning rugs hanging over the
clothesline by beating them with a rug
beater, using an icebox with a big block of
ice to keep food cold, sharing one room
with your whole family, and especially
using the “chamber pot” (aka a “thunder
mug”) on cold nights rather than running
out to the outhouse! We also talk about
what children during those times did not
have – television, iPods, iPads, computers,
cell phones, etc. They are often wide-eyed
and almost disbelieving at what life was
like back then. They love hearing stories
from the “olden days!” If you haven’t
visited the Old Stagecoach Stop, be sure to
make it a point to bring your family this
summer for a step back in time.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Old Stagecoach Stop Activity
There are two ways to keep abreast
of the Foundation’s activities. We
have a website and a Facebook
page that are active and have
current news/events. The website
also has the current and all past
issues of the Old Settlers Gazette
available for reading/research.
www.oldstagecoachstop.org
Our facebook page is listed as:
Old Stagecoach Stop Museum
and Foundation or go to
Facebook.com/oldstagecoachstop if
you do not have a Facebook page.

The Old Stagecoach Stop is the oldest
publicly accessible building in Pulaski
County. Who owns the museum? If
you’re a member of the Old Stagecoach
Stop Foundation, you’re one of the
owners. The museum has charter
members, life members, and general
members. The Old Stagecoach Stop
Board has nine directors who conduct
the business of the museum. Those same
nine people make up the majority of the
volunteers who keep the building open
on Saturdays, April thru September and
for special tours and events. Without
their dedication, there would be no Old
Stagecoach Stop House Museum.

++++++++++++++++++++++++
Shop Smile.Amazon
The Old Stagecoach Stop Foundation
is now registered to receive donations
through the Amazon Smile
Foundation. When you shop at
Amazon, you can log into your account
at https://smile.amazon.com , select
the Old Stagecoach Stop as your
charity, and a portion of your
purchase dollars will then go to our
OSS bank account. Log in at the
smile.amazon.com address every time
you shop!

__________

Special thanks to all those patrons who
purchased a brick for the sidewalk display in
front of the Old Stagecoach Stop. It’s a
wonderful memory walk!

SPOTLIGHT --------Docent’s Corner –
Civil War-Era Flag
by Pam Barnabee

One of our museum’s most prized
possessions is the American flag that
hangs in the Civil War room, in our
replica of the hospital surgeon’s office.
The flag was donated in 1995 by Albert
Beatty, Sergeant First Class (retired), of
Waynesville. The flag’s 36 stars date it
to the Civil War era. Nevada, the second
state to join the Union during the Civil
War, became our country’s 36th state
on October 31, 1864. The 36-star flag
was the official flag of the United States
from July 4, 1865, to July 4, 1867, but
we know that some of these flags were
made earlier. The flag used to cushion
President Lincoln’s head after he was
shot on the evening of April 14, 1865,
the “Lincoln flag,” was a 36-star flag, as
were the flags flown from the Lincoln
funeral train.

The official flag at the beginning of the
war had 33 stars. Even though Kansas
was admitted to the Union as the 34th
state on January 29, 1861, before the
Confederacy was formed, its star wasn’t
added to the official flag until July 4 of
that year. The Flag Act of 1818 had
decreed that the official flag of the
United States would have thirteen
stripes representing the thirteen original
colonies and one star for each state, to
be added to the flag on the 4th of July
following the admission of each new
state. As the Union considered
secession to be illegal, President

Lincoln prohibited removal of any stars
from the official United States flag for
the Southern states that had seceded.
The flag that flew over Fort Sumter,
South Carolina, during its bombardment
by Confederate forces (April 12-13,
1861), called “the flag that started a
war,” was a 33-star flag. Following their
surrender, the post commander, Major
Robert Anderson, and his men were
allowed to leave and to take the fort’s
flag with them. Major Anderson then
took the flag to New York City where it
was displayed as part of a patriotic rally
that drew a crowd of 100,000. After the
rally, the Fort Sumter flag was carried
from town to town where it was
auctioned off to the highest bidder to
raise funds for the Union cause, and
then donated back to the nation. Before
the attack on Fort Sumter, the American
flag had had a utilitarian purpose; it flew
over government buildings and military
outposts to identify them as federal
property. It was almost unheard of for a
private individual to display the flag. But
the attack on Fort Sumter changed all
that, elevating the flag to a symbol of
patriotism.
On June 20, 1863, West Virginia
became the first state admitted to the
Union after the beginning of the war,
when Union-sympathizing counties in
the northwestern part of Virginia broke
away to form a new state. The 35th star,
representing the new state, was
authorized on July 4, 1863, and the 35star flag was the official U.S. flag for the
remainder of the hostilities (though it
wasn’t until August 20, 1866, that
President Andrew Johnson signed the
official proclamation ending the U.S.
Civil War).
Upon donating the 36-star flag to the
Old Stagecoach Stop, SFC Beatty
wrote, “This flag was made in
Philadelphia, PA, by the American Flag
Company ... My Great, Great, Great

Grandfather took it from the local
Grange in north central Iowa, a small
farming town of about 500, Hudson,
Iowa. The Grange got it from some
young men returning from the Civil War.
They were members of the all Iowa First
Cavalry, which was stationed from St.
Louis to Springfield, MO.”
Records show that the First Regiment,
Iowa Cavalry, was organized at
Davenport in August and September
1861, and ordered to St. Louis on
September 26. The regiment first served
in Major General John C. Fremont’s
campaign against Springfield, from
October 21 to November 2, 1861, as
part of the Army of the West. The
regiment saw further service in Missouri
in 1861 and 1862 against regular
Confederate and guerrilla forces, then
served in Arkansas. In August, 1865,
the unit was transferred to Texas, and it
was mustered out in February, 1866.
Early American flags were made from
wool, cotton, linen, or silk, depending on
the availability of materials and intended
use. Cotton was most readily available,
but wool produced in England was
favored as the color didn’t fade as
quickly. However in 1865, President
Lincoln signed a law requiring flag
bunting purchased by the federal
government to be American-made. The
flag at the Old Stagecoach Stop
appears to be made from coarse cotton
cloth, and its size is about five by nineand-a-half feet. We’re very fortunate that
our flag survived all these years, and
grateful to SFC Beatty for donating it to
us.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Pulaski County Museum and
Historical Society will again be
organizing Old Settlers Day July 27 and
28, 2019. We are looking forward to this
year’s celebration with some exciting
reenactments coming our way!

OLD SETTLERS GAZETTE
ISSUE 37 of the Old Settlers Gazette is
currently in progress. This is a group
effort, led by our author/editor Terry
Primas. The board members do the
difficult job of ad sales and delivery. The
entire proceeds are put back into the
building, allowing us to make
improvements and maintain the building.
We appreciate all of the businesses and
individuals who placed an ad in the
Gazette. The board members will soon be
out and about to procure the ads for this
next exciting edition. If you would like to
place an ad for your business or as an
individual, please contact one of the
board members as soon as possible.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
The OSS no longer holds an Annual Meeting of
the Foundation membership. The Old
Stagecoach Stop Foundation Annual
Report is available on our website in November.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Old Stagecoach Stop Foundation
President’s Annual Report 2018
Nov, 2017 to Oct. 2018

Our Mission: “to preserve, restore, protect, and maintain
the historic structure in Waynesville, Missouri known as the
‘Old Stagecoach Stop’ in order to permit its educational
value to be appreciated by future generations; to engage in
educational and charitable activities related to the ‘Old
Stagecoach Stop’.”

Another blessed year at the Old
Stagecoach Stop in downtown
Waynesville, MO! Over 1,500 people have
enjoyed the unique history we are
privileged to share through tours and
festivals. Comments like, “Amazing!”
“Awesome!” “Great tour!” “Very
educational!” and “Great history!” in our
Visitors’ Register assure us that our most
historic museum continues to delight and
amaze people from all over our
community, country, and world. We
hosted visitors from 36 states and seven

countries, including Australia, China,
Germany, Japan, Latvia, Peru, and the
United Kingdom. Additional tours this
year were special groups including the
Leadership group from the WaynesvilleSt. Robert Chamber of Commerce, CPAC of
Ft. Leonard Wood, MO, a Girl Scout troop
from Ft. Leonard Wood, MO, groups from
Columbia, MO, Wisconsin, Oklahoma, and
an Open House honoring Gary Knehans’
many years of service to the community.
In addition to tours, we also participate in
Freedom Fest in June, Old Settlers Day in
July, Oktoberfest in October, and
Christmas on the Square in December.
Old Settlers Day, which was again
organized by the Pulaski County Museum,
brought a special visit from “General
Ulysses S. Grant” and Civil War Reenactors who provided demonstrations in
the city park where they staged several
battles throughout the day. These
activities, in addition to the regular
vendors and booths, brought many
visitors to the Old Stagecoach Stop.
Special thanks to David Chuber for his
very interesting demonstration of Civil
War medicine. And special thanks to the
Bell Motel for providing a special shuttle
to and from the city park activities.
Christmas on the Square, 2017 provided
the most visitors to the Old Stagecoach
Stop. Counting the cups used as people
stream through the Stop for the Christmas
cookies, breads, sandwiches, hot coffee,
hot chocolate, and hot apple cider
provided by Board members, we had over
600 visitors during that one evening
alone. The warm fireplaces and the
dulcimer music by one of our Board
members and her friends helped to make
it a memorable evening.
The Old Stagecoach Stop Museum was
open every Saturday from April through
September in 2018.
We will also be open on December 6th for
Christmas on the Square in downtown

Waynesville from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm.
There will be hot drinks and lots of food
for the many people who pass through to
warm up and get a few snacks.
Due to the age of the Old Stagecoach Stop
building, various maintenance issues
always need attention.
Thanks to the tireless efforts of several
volunteers, many issues have been
resolved. Some of those involve extensive
updates including patching and
repainting plaster on walls, repairing and
repainting doors, jams, and trim, deep
cleaning the dentist chair and equipment,
installing a new flagpole and holder on
the upstairs balcony, cleaning gutters,
repairing a leaking condensation drain on
upstairs HVAC, and finally getting the
malfunctioning gas logs repaired by the
fireplace provider.
New items added to enhance display
activities and tours include building a
period bed key for the rope bed in the
cabin room, an oak hanger for the mirror
in the cabin room, an oak and plexi-glass
donation box, and hanging a county plat
map in the downstairs kitchen. Enhanced
features include fake milk, eggs, and
period containers in the downstairs ice
box along with real blocks of ice, a period
kraut cutter, coffee grinder, and ice
shaver, cherry pits for the cherry pitter
and coffee beans for the coffee grinder all
in the downstairs kitchen. Other features
include real coal in buckets in the dentist
room and upstairs kitchen along with a
period coal shovel, a gourd water dipper
and gourd bowl with black walnut in the
cabin room, and wild turkey feather pens
for the visitors register book.
In the Civil War room, a laser pointer was
installed highlighting the OSS in a Civil
War-era painting of the town, two
“canvas” reproductions of Civil War-era
renditions of Waynesville were hung, and
the Civil War map of Missouri was
reframed.

Another area of great concern is the
McNeese building behind the Stagecoach
Stop. The building has developed several
small leaks in the roof. We are trying to
stop these before doing some renovation
to the building to make it more useful to
the Foundation. The World War II
building’s roof is decked with one-inch
boards, rather than sheathed with
plywood as is the custom today, which is
part of the problem. Work that has
already been done on the building
includes sealing five leaks in the roof and
dormers, replacing rotten windowsills,
along with re-caulking all windows and
doorframes and silicon sealing all cracks
in masonry, two coats of flat white paint
to all exterior woodwork, and major
cleaning and reorganizing of the interior.
We plan on replacing the acoustical tile
ceiling, which is water damaged, and
upgrading the lighting. Outside the
building, bushes and trees have been
pruned and trimmed, including a cleared
trail to the parking lot behind the bank.
Major volunteers for all of this work were
Terry Primas and Mark Zurbrick, along
with some contributions by several other
members of the Board. We are also
thankful for the volunteers from the
EBOLC Leadership Class led by Shane
Howley and his dad, Shawn Howley who
cleaned the back yard of the OSS. We are
grateful for all the time and energy
devoted to improving and maintaining
our most historic building. Please stop by
next spring to see all of these
improvements!
A huge thanks to all of those businesses
who supported The Old Stagecoach Stop
with ads in the Old Settlers Gazette, our
annual historical edition of past and
present news of Pulaski County. Spring
brought out the hardy ad sales team (aka
OSS Board members) to contact
businesses for ads in the Gazette. After
months of intensive writing and editing
by Terry and Jan Primas, the free Gazettes
are delivered to advertisers and locations

around the county and also mailed to
patrons throughout the U.S. The entire
profit from this project goes to the
continued restoration and maintenance of
our historic building. A special thank-you
to all of the other volunteers who make
this and all of the Stagecoach Stop
activities an on-going preservation of
history for this community.
The Old Stagecoach Stop website,
oldstagecoachstop.org continues our
mission of preserving the history of the
Stop and surrounding area. It includes
historic pictures, archives of all the Old
Settlers Gazettes, and a rich source for
research of our county. Visit our page at
facebook.com/Old Stagecoach Stop.
As we look back on 2018, we reflect on
the great privilege of continuing the goals
established by the Founders of this most
historic Old Stagecoach Stop. We are
proud to be situated along Route 66
which is bringing many travelers who are
touring the “Mother Road” from Chicago
to Santa Monica to revisit this era of
American history. We are thankful that so
many people from our area, from around
the country, and from around the world
have visited and enjoyed this history
preserved for us and for future
generations.

Membership –
Are you currently a member of the Old
Stagecoach Stop Foundation? If not,
we invite you to join our Foundation to
support the ongoing work of preserving
history for future generations. If you
are a member, we thank you and remind
you to renew your membership. You will
find the form on the back of this page
to send in your membership.

Harry & Anna Maria Reigle
by Jan Primas
For any small town museum like the
Old Stagecoach Stop to thrive and
survive it takes a strong, dedicated
group of volunteers. There have been
many in the past years as the Old
Stagecoach Foundation began the
process of restoring and maintaining the
historic building on the Square. Among
them were Harry and Anna Maria
Reigle.
Harry was drafted into the United States
Army in October of 1950. On June 12,
1954, Harry was united in marriage to
Anna-Maria Stachetzki. Harry retired
from the Army, with many honors, as a
Sergeant Major in 1980 after 30 years of
service.
After retiring from the Army, Harry
worked at Fort Leonard Wood as a
transportation specialist until 1990. He
also retired from being director of the
YMCA in 1986. In 2001, Harry was
awarded Citizen of the Year, which he
was very proud of. Throughout his
Army career, his retirement, and their
52 years of marriage, they were always a
team. Any Army wife of 30 years knows
how that works.
After retirement, in their spare time,
they volunteered at the Old Stage Coach
Stop Foundation. Harry was on our
Board of directors from 1997 thru 2006
and served as Secretary from 2001-2006.
Anna Maria served on our board of
Directors from 1998-2008.
Harry enjoyed playing the autoharp and
his many harmonicas for our visitors on
the days he and Anna Maria
volunteered as tour guides. Anna Maria
loved meeting the visitors and always
seemed to have an apron full of candy
to hand out. They loved sharing the

bounty from their summer garden with
other volunteers and it was not unusual
for Anna Maria to bring lunch enough
for several. Harry helped with some of
the restoration. One such task was
helping with chinking and daubing the
logs in the tavern. Anna Maria loved
any event that we served food and was
always at the table helping serve our
visitors. Harry passed away in 2007 and
Anna Maria continued participating in
special events until her health would
not allow it.

Thanks to Harry and Anna Maria for
their many years of volunteerism at the
Old Stagecoach.
Membership Expiration Dates
If you’re reading a paper copy of this newsletter,
you may have noticed some funny-looking
numbers on the mailing label, next to your name.
We’re pleased to announce that starting with this
issue, the year and month that your Old
Stagecoach Stop Foundation membership is due
to expire will now appear on the newsletter
mailing label. If it’s a past date, we hope you’ll
use the form included with this issue to renew
your membership and continue receiving our
newsletter, as well as knowing you have helped
us continue to preserve and maintain this
wonderful old building. No numbers? No
worries! If there is no expiration date on the
mailing label, it means you are a lifetime or
honorary member and your newsletter
subscription won’t expire.
If you receive this newsletter by email, you may
simply reply to the sender (our president, Jeanie
Porter) to find out when your membership is due
to expire. We greatly appreciate all our members
and contributors - present and past!
--------

Old Stagecoach Stop Foundation Membership Application
The work of the Old Stagecoach Stop Foundation is supported by memberships and donations. We invite
you to join the Foundation at any one of the membership categories listed below.
Complete this form and mail to:
Old Stagecoach Stop Foundation, P.O. Box 585, Waynesville, MO 65583
Please make checks payable to Old Stagecoach Stop.
Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Email address _____________________________________________________________________________________________
 ﬦI wish to receive the semiannual Old Stagecoach Stop Newsletter by email.

Level of Membership:
 ﬦIndividual ($10/year)
 ﬦFamily ($15/year)
 ﬦPatron ($25/year)
* ﬦSponsor ($100/year)
* ﬦLifetime $250
*Sponsor and Life members will be recognized in the Old Settlers Gazette. However, if you prefer to
remain anonymous, please check here ______.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Old Stagecoach Stop Foundation
P.O. Box 585
Waynesville, MO 65583

