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' The' Ice Storm

thh.lbac Robinson

I was attending the Dubilin grode
school during the winter of 1927, when
the severe ice storm occumed. Rain
come, froze and covered with
everything with ice. The ice buildup on
telegraph lines along the Frisco
Railroad tracks became 50 heavy
that the copper telegraph lines broke
betwaen the polas and fell to the
ground. This created an emergency
for the railroad system, since
communications were urgently
neaded to keep trains in safe order.
Maintenance crews immediately
responded and began cutting down
the broken wires and installing new
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wires. Local farmers and all who
desired immediately began salvaging
the discarded wire. Very soon the wire
was gone.

MNow comes the rest of the story=tha
interesting part. In order to connect the
many sections of the new wire,
connectors were required. They were
simillar to the barrels of a
dduble-barreled shotgun. Made of
pure shiny copper. thay were about
aight inches long with a one-eighth inch
hole through both bamels. When
connections were ready to be made,
ands of the telegraph wires were
inserted in the tubes from opposite
directions. then twisted with a tool,
making a perfect connection.

The Dublin schocl was located
approximately 150 yards from the
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Frisco tracks. The school children were
very alert and socon discovered that
the Frisco workmen were accidentally
losing several of those beautiful shiny
connectors along the tracks. Soon
mest of the students had one or more
of these "hot* frading items in their
pockets. They also very scon found
that the connectors made a super
double-barmreled blowgun. A paper

wad chewed and rolled into a tiny, wet
ball could with great accuracy be
blown and hit another student on the
ear or neck clear across the
classroom. The "blowgun®

operator would guickly hide the

weapon and have an angelic look on
his foce as he studied his schoolbook.

\
of 1927.

(1 must say | can't recall a girl using one
of these.)

The teacher scon became aware
that a serdous condition resembiling a
war zone was occuming in the
classroom. He soon analyzed the
situation and begaon confiscating the
weaapons of war. However, we
children were able to rescue some of
our prized blowguns. The teacher
began meting cut punishments and the
crisis grodually subsided. The children
who lost their blowguns to the teacher
soon found more along the frocks,
since miles of the wire was replaoced. It
was greaf fun for the children and a
headachea for the teacher. Now it
remains only a memory, a winter | will
always remember.

Moments In Time With Pioneer Families Of Pulaski County, Missouri

By Mike Weber

.qu a young boy growing up, | hod no
idea that my Puloskd County roots would
date bock to the beginning of Pulaskd
County existence. Several years ogo. my
wife's cousin, Judge Douglos Long.
compiled and wrote a book, titled "Long
Roots." Paula's parents, the late Poul and
Baetty Hommock Long. obtained a copy
ond let us look through it. The book dated
the Long Family of Pulaski County bock to
Martin Long. of Greenup County, Kentucky.

There was a small cmount of history
about the Long namea and how the family
caome to Pulasid County. With this
information stuck in my brain, | began to
wonder. "Where did my Weber, Barllett
and Wilkerson ancestors come from.
These wera the only names that | knew, or
hod heard anyone talk about. As time
went on, | storted looking ot the history
books of Pulaski County, which were
ovailobile at the liorory. | soon discovered
that these books contained information
about my ancestors that | had
never heard of before.

So, | decided that | wonted to research
my family the way Judge Long hod
resecrched his, ond to make thaot ovcdobile
to my chiidren. The biggest obstocle |
000 ron into was there was that there were
very few of my old ancestors left. They had
passed oway, and with them were the
secrets and stores of our fomily. | started
my research by asking my parents what
they could tell me cbout their parents ond
grondparents. and soon found out that
thay didn't really know G whole lot aither,
30. ormed with what | did have, | purchased
a genadclogical program for my computer
ond started to lood names into it from the
information | had.

| went to the local iorary and purchased
coples of ol the Pulaski County Census
Istings. history books. obituaries and any
other books that would have information
cbout our farmniy. As | began to type this
information in, | soon discovered the
names would keep coming bock around. |
found that many of the same names that

were related to Poula's fomily were also
related to my family. As the nomes
continued to resurface, | become more
and more intrigued, ond reglized that much
of the old famiias of this county were in foct
one huge fomily.

One day while ot the Borory sitting ot a
toble, o woman saf down beasicde ma.

She asked me if she could bother me for
just a moment. | said, *Sure, what con | help
you with? She told me her nome and
stated that she was from Texas. that she
and her husbond were on vocation, and
she wanted 1o roce some of her Puloski
County roots. She began to tell me that
thay hod mode a point to come through
Pulcski County, just to see what they could
find. She toid me that they hod gone by the
old Pulaski County Courthouse, but were
unable to get in. She then hod tumed her
saarch to the local library.

The lody told me what fomilies she was
related to. ond it soon downed on me
that | hod some of the information she
might be looking for in my datobose, as |
hod run ocross those same nomes belfore.
I'told her that | would prnt out what | hod and
mail it to her, and that maybe just maybe it
would give her a ploce to start. After
receiving this information, she was very
excited ond thonked me for my help, and
left Pulaski County for her home in Texos
with the hope that | would be obie to gat her
started in the rght areq.

After the lody left, | sat there thinking
cbout what she hod told me, and that she
hod driven over 500 riles to Pulaskl county
in hopes that she could get anough
information to start the research of her
fomily froots. With that thought in minds,
Moments in Time. Fonear Fomillles of
Pulcski County. MO., was born.

| thought to my self, “Wouldn't it be great
to compile much information a3 possibla
cbout the pioneear fomiies of Pulaski County
into a database, and shore it with ol the
ibraries 50 when people do come 1o town,
there is somewnere for them to start?® This
would become a special project for me,
one that is still an ongoing thing today. after
four years and many of four ond five hour
shifts entertaining information into the
computer.

| purchased as much prnted information
a5 | could find about Pulasid County
fomilies. | secrched the Intemet, using as
many web sites as | could. |
subscribe to hundreds of famiy il
lists, receiving and swapping information
from people all over the world. After |hod
about 75,000 nomes in the dateboase, |
decided | would put together a book about
my Route Family roofs. | had my Routh
Fomdy dated bock to 1066 with Wiliam the
Conquercr. Once the book was done, |
was 50 impressed with it that | decided to
start making the same type of books for the
local ierary. | started with the letter Ainthe
aiphabet ond begon to extroct ond publish
what information | had info volumas. About
a year later, | hod printed about 30
volumes,
most containing obout 500 poges. of some
150 fomiles, all having ties to Pulosid
County ploneer fomilias. As | got these
done, | donated them to the Waynesville
bronch of the Kinderhook Library,

These volumes of Pioneer Fomilies of
Pulaski County sit in the genealogical
saction now for onyone to look
The information in them ks by no means mu
percent occurate, but it does give people
aplace to stort, After finoncing these
volumnes, | stil continue to compile
information. But | must confess | have found
a lot lass time now to work on them.

The project becoma more populor when
I set up my web poge. titled Moments
in Time, Pioneer Fomilies of Pulaskd County.,
MO. | basically designad the web poge
with featured pictures of ecrly Pulcski
County and its history, clong with each
ndividudl town. It has, of course. pictures
of the plonears ond their fomiies, s well os
my own family history. Once this poge was
on line, | begaon ta get requests from all
aover the world for different volumes of the
books. Today, instecd of the boolk. | om
aiole to compile the some information and
put it on a CD for less money. The oddress
lorthe poge s
-.g\;.rdl.;.gu ocitles.com/Heartland/Woods
/ )

Genedlogy con be habit forming. It con
and will consume a lot of your time if you let
it.. | used to spend four to five hours per day

working on the Pioneer Famnilies of Pulasid
County program.

There will also be many rewards os wel
as surprises. The biggest moment of
my lifatime was a coupla years ogo, os |
wos frying to determine where my Weber
roots come from. | knew that my
grandfather, Rudolph Weber, hod two
brothers, Otto and Edword, However, |
knew nothing of his parents or any other
siblings. | was able to find out from some
information my late ocunt hod that there wos
a sister who hod mamed a Senator Bobo
from Ckichoma. | began to research
everywhera on the Intemeat | could, but
come up with negative results.

One day | decided to write the Oldchoma
City newspoper and ask if they hod ever
heord of a Senator Bobo, Several weaks
later | received a letter from a lody who
worked there, stating that she had not but
that the newspaper ran a genadlogical
poper twice a year; and if | would send her
as much information os | hod, she would
see that it got printed. Weil, | did just that,
what kttle information | hod. About six
months later, | recelved an e-mail from an

telephone number nnd asked that |
contact a mon by the nome of Powel
Bobo about the information. He thought
that he might be related.

When | received this. my heort went
crazy. Hod | found some family that we
didn't know exdsted. | mode the telephone
call. Alody crswerad the teleptiona ina
soft, weak voice. | explained to herwho |
wis cnd wihy | colled, then there wos
slence. After a few seconds, she osked
me 1o held on then a man answarad the
felaphone. He said, "This is Powell Bobo,
ond your grandfather was my mother's
Drother.” | wos speechiass for what felt e
aminute or two. We then begon to tolk
cbout the fomily. Before we finshed, ha
gave me tha telephone number of his
sister. who ved in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

After specking with Powel, | hod a fealing
insicde of me that | hod never felt bafore. It
was like a voice hod been filed. We moade
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