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A BRIEF SKETCH OF THE CAREER OF THE
PULASKI COUNTY DEMOCRAT

Another mile-stone in the journalistic
career of the PULASKI COUNTY
DEMOCRAT has been passed, and with
this issue it enters upon its twenty-
sixth volume. As these noted time-
marks in the human life recur it is judi-
cious to pause, recount the mistakes
made, atone for them so far as possi-
ble, and avoid them in the future.
Satisfaction, peace of mind and con-
tentment with our individual life, may
also result from a recounting of the
good deeds done, though they may not
be many, and perhaps we would not
care to invite public attention to them.
But as one good deed begets another,
so does meditation on our good works,
our kind words and charitable acts
inspire us to higher and nobler lines in
the future.

As these principles apply to the indi-
vidual life, so do they to the career of
the journal or newspaper. And the pur-
pose of this article is to review briefly

the more important features in the
career of the DEMOCRAT, as its histo-
ry has been written in its columns and
in the minds of the readers during the
quarter of century last past.

What is now the PULASKI COUNTY
DEMOCRAT was first issued as the
DIXON NEWS. During the latter part of
the year 1881 a man of some natural
ability but of bad habits, who was
quite well known in this county, came
to Dixon with a small quantity of type
and a 10x12 job press, and began the
issue of a small folio of the size men-
tioned, which he christened the “Dixon
Headlight.” (I always presumed the
name was suggested to him by the
numerous locomotives which were
then always to be seen in and about
Dixon, the Frisco division being there
at that time.) After a few weeks one of
the thrifty citizens of Dixon financed
the publisher of the “Headlight” to the
extent of buying an additional font or
two of type and a small “arm” press,
and the paper was then enlarged to a
five-column folio. The writer always
regarded the editor of the “Headlight”
as the most enterprising financier that
the DEMOCRAT or any of its prede-
cessors has ever had. He always col-
lected in advance, and as far as the
patrons would stand. He collected all
subscriptions in advance, and the fees
for as much advertise space as he
could sell, and after a few months
jumped the town and his bills, leaving
the plant in the care of the mortgagee.

Sometime in the month of May of
1882, the writer suggested to the late
Judge W. H. Murphy, who was then a
resident of Dixon, that they should
purchase the plant described above
and become the founders of an entirely
new paper. Judge Murphy was a man
possessing very marked traits of char-
acter, and if a proposition struck him
as being novel, risky or courageous, he
was never long in making up his mind
to accept it. At that time, his consider-
ing such a proposition from a financial
point of view, it required all of the
traits above named, or a business man
would not have taken hold of it. 
The suggester of the  proposition soon
realized that a copartnership had been
formed with one of the best business
associates a man ever had, and that
they had a “white elephant” on their
hands. Neither of us knew anything of
the requirements or equipment of a
newspaper office, a case from a stick or
a form from a galley.

We first sought to find a printer who
could start the “machine agoing”, as it
were, and secured the paternal guid-
ance of a “fatherly old gent” from
Rolla named Peabody. He was a gen-
uine “old -timer” who was “onto his
job”, and I have never seen any one,
neither before nor since, who “doo-
dled” around so much as that old man

setting type; but he kept at it, and at
last his perseverance conquered and on
June 2, 1882, No. 1 of Vol. 1 of what is
now the DEMOCRAT was printed. It
was a five-column folio with a “paten
hide”, and was printed on a small
army press, after the fashion of a
sausage mill, turning three turns for-
ward with a halt, and then a like num-
ber backward. We issued about three
hundred copies, probably one hundred
of these being complimentaries, and
many of these never got off of that list
so long as I was connected with the
paper. In fact, I doubt not that the
DEMOCRAT has several of the same
ones, or others of the same kind—men
who think the paper is honored by
having their names on its mailing list,
and do not regard that there is any
labor or expense attached to the publi-
cation of a newspaper, or else that the
proprietor has an inexhaustible bank
account. By the able assistance and
advice of the fatherly old type, we
made the first number a neat, newsy,
spicy local paper, and it was well
received by the good people of Dixon,
and of the surrounding country,
extending into Maries, Phelps and
Miller counties. As before stated, it was
published under the heading of THE
DIXON NEWS, and beneath its mast head
was inscribed “W. H. Murphy, political
editor, G. M. Reed, local editor.”
In subsequent articles I will take up

the more important events connected
with the history of the paper during its
career, much of which will be the histo-
ry of the development of Pulaski
County, as the two are largely identi-
cal.

[CONTINUED NEXT WEEK.]
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The local election of 1882 was proba-

bly the most noted in the history of
Pulaski County, it being the one which
has passed into local history as the
“County Seat Removal” campaign. The
NEWS, now DEMOCRAT, became the
exponent of the removal party, and
therefore a brief review of the local
election of that year is not out of place
in an article reviewing the paper’s his-
tory.

The regular Democratic ticket was
nominated that year by a primary elec-
tion, held about mid summer, as my
recollection serves me now, and con-
sisted of the following for the offices
named:

Representative, V. B. Hill; Circuit
Clerk and Recorder, J. J. Clark; County
Clerk, E. G. Williams; Sheriff and
Collector, W. L. Bradford; Prosecuting
Attorney, C. H. Davis; Presiding Judge
of the County Court, D. B. Colley;
Associate Judges of the County Court
eastern district, D. A. Claiborn; west-

ern district, – Johnson; Probate Judge,
George Gan; County Treasurer, G. W.
Colley; Assessor, W. P. Trower.

After these nominations had been
made a petition was submitted to the
county court praying the submission of
the removal of the county seat from
Waynesville to Richland, to be voted
on at the coming November election.
The question was submitted, and then
the petitioners of the county set about
to make the most out of the question
they could.

I never knew who originated this
political scheme, but have always
believed it to have been J. B. Rackliffe,
who had been defeated for nomination
for Representative by Judge Hill. I
know that just preceding the
announcement of an Independent
Removal ticket, and before I had heard
anything of the motive or character of
the fight to be made, he was in secret
caucus on two or three occasions with
those who afterward became the open
leaders in the fight for removal and
against the regular Democratic ticket.

The Republican party in the county
was then, as now, some 300 to 500 in
the minority, and of course they readi-
ly entered into any alliance which
would probably gain for them any
recognition. A ticket in opposition to
the regular Democratic ticket was
placed in the field, comprising both
Democrats and Republicans, and was
composed of the following well known
men: For representative, Dr. W. R.
Wilson, democrat, then of Dixon; cir-
cuit clerk and recorder, J. J. Imboden,
dem.; county clerk, – Thompkins, rep.;
sheriff, Thomas Thornsbury, rep.; col-
lector, W. P. Skaggs, dem.; prosecuting
attorney, W. H. Murphy, rep; presiding
judge of the county court, W. L. Tilley,
dem..; judge of western district, H. M.
Cowan, rep.; Judge of probate court, J.
A. Bradshaw, rep.; treasurer, J. A. Rayl,
dem.; assessor, J. J. Laquey, rep.

This ticket, it will be seen, was com-
posed of five Democrats and six
Republicans, and taking the grade of
the offices, the ticket was as evenly
divided politically as could be, and all
of these men were understood to be
heart and soul for removing the county
seat from Waynesville to Richland.
They were all men whose party princi-
ples were beyond question, leaders in
their respective parties, and were nom-
inated with a view to the votes they
could bring to the support of that
entire ticket and of the question which
they placed above political principles
and policies in that campaign. The
NEWS-DEMOCRAT was their organ, and
entered into that fight with an energy
which has never been surpassed by
any local paper in the county. National
and state issues were wholly ignored
by this Removal ticket, and Democrat
and Republican worked side by side.
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The following retrospective of the
first 25 years of the Pulaski County
Democrat was written by George
Marcellus Reed as a serial spanning
eight weeks. As a former owner and
editor, Mr. Reed was certainly quali-
fied to write the quarter century his-
tory of the paper.

George M. Reed was a man of many
talents and interests. He was county
surveyor and road commissioner. He
was accomplished in mathematics
and music. Waynesville’s Cornet
Band turned to Mr. Reed for help.
George Reed was also a lawyer,
although he was unsuccessful in sav-
ing Elias Smith from the gallows in
1905 (see Old Settlers Gazette 2005.)

Thought was given to editing the
series to make it shorter. Mr. Reed
was fond of political detail. He men-
tions many names otherwise lost to
the history of  Pulaski County. We
decided to leave it untouched.



Public meetings were held at one or
more places in every precinct and local
affairs were discussed in some
instances reaching a stage of bitterness.
The past management of the local busi-
ness affairs of the county were severely
criticized, and an effort was made by
those representing the Removal to
shoulder the responsibility upon those
who represented the regular
Democratic ticket. In fact a feeling of
bitterness was engendered between
some of the representatives of both
sides which lasted during the rest of
their lives.

The result of the election was very
close on the question of the removal
and from an old file of the NEWS-DEMO-
CRAT, which was kindly sent me last
November, I note the following: For
removal 891, against 503. This vote
represents a total of 1,394. The law
required two-thirds of all those voting
on the proposition to be favorable to
the proposition in order to carry it.
This vote require 930 votes for in order
to carry. It will be seen that in this vote
the proposition was only short 39
votes. On the head of the ticket
Wilson’s vote was 719 to 694 or a
majority of 24. This vote would indi-
cate there were 18 who did not vote on
the removal proposition. Clark’s vote
was 743 to 657. Williams’s vote was
786 to 657. He was a vote getter then as
well as now. Bradford, for sheriff, 687
to 637; and for collector 667 to 709,
electing Skaggs to that office by 42
votes. Davis received 801 votes for
prosecuting attorney to Murphy’s 564;
Tilley 785 to 603; Cowan, the
Republican, was elected Judge of the
western district; Gan, 714 to
Bradshaw’s 662; G. W. Colley 743 to
679; Trower 703 to 662.

It was regarded by many politicians
that the course pursued by many good
Democrats in this campaign would
result in a split in the party in this
county, which could not be again unit-
ed and work together. In fact this was
the hope and aim of the leading
Republicans who managed and took
an active part in the campaign; but the
Democrats were too sagacious to allow

the breach to widen or even continue.
They recognized the maxim that in
unity there is strength, and when the
campaign of 1884 rolled around it
found them united and battling as one
man for Grover Cleveland, R. P. Bland
and free trade.

On the other hand, it brought about a
breach in the Republican party of the
county which divided it into two fac-
tions, which have existed ever since,
and exists today, and has done more to
retard the growth of the Republican
party in this county than any effort of
the party of opposition.

It was brought about by the vote in
Richland, as it affected Murphy, Davis,
Bradshaw and Gan. Murphy threw his
whole energy into the campaign for
removal, saying but little in his own
behalf. He devoted his time and talent
and money and his paper, all to that
one object. At Richland he received 123
votes to 229 votes for Davis. Bradshaw
received 232 to 123 for Gan. When I
called Judge Murphy’s attention to that
vote he offered no comment, but plain-
ly showed by his actions that he felt it
keenly. He felt he had been sacrificed.
In the next Republican convention held
in this county the fight between Judge
Murphy and Captain Bradshaw was
on, and although the Judge has passed
from the political stage the fight is still
on, as the files of some of the county
papers of last October will show.

[CONTINUED NEXT WEEK.]
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Before the campaign of 1882 had

opened, the NEWS-DEMOCRAT had been
enlarged to a seven column folio, had
purchased a new press, and had
secured a subscription of about 2 1/2
quires [a quire is a set of 24 uniform
sheets of paper]. The new press was a
model which Judge Murphy fell onto
in the office of a German paper, I think
in Franklin county. It was a curiosity,
and a machine the like of which I had
never seen before, nor have I seen
another since.

The campaign of 1884 was one of

great national interest, but of little so
far as local offices were concerned. The
Republican national ticket was headed
by James G. Blaine and the Democratic
ticket by Grover Cleveland, who had
two years before been elected
Governor of New York by the largest
majority which, at that time, had ever
been give to any Governor. The issue
was strictly on protection vs. free
trade. The result of the election was
not officially known for several days. It
was learned on the night after the elec-
tion that the result depended on New
York, and that the vote in that state
was very close. Both parties claimed
the state, and when the official count
was announced it showed that the
Democrats had carried it by a few over
one thousand votes.

In this county the breech in the
Democratic party brought about by the
effort to remove the county seat was
closed and the entire county ticket was
elected. On the other hand the fight in
the ranks of the Republican party,
begun in their convention of that year,
was between Judge W. H. Murphy and
Captain J. A. Bradshaw for the leader-
ship of the party locally and as a result
the Republicans have never more than
elected a constable or justice of the
peace in the county since.

Early in the spring of 1885 the local
paper, which had been published at
the county seat [Waynesville], conclud-
ed that Richland was a better field and
was removed by its publisher to
Richland. If my memory serves me
correctly it was called the MESSENGER at
the time of its removal, and was
owned and published by C. H. Colley.
The NEWS up to this time had never
been a paying enterprise, as the local
patronage had never been sufficient, so
far as the writer has been able to
observe, without the public or official
patronage to help it out. When the
opening for a paper at the county seat
was made by the removal of the
MESSENGER, the publishers of the NEWS
determined to take advantage of the
opportunity and in June, 1885, the
paper was transplanted to Waynesville,
with the former local editor in full

charge of its columns and business
management. Judge Murphy still
retained a one-half interest in the plant
and out of deference to his political
views the paper was conducted, for the
time being, independent in politics.
The name of the paper was changed to
the PULASKI COUNTY NEWS.

The citizens of Waynesville extended
a hearty welcome to the paper and its
management and the business men of
the town and county officials gave it
their undivided patronage, and it soon
entered upon a more prosperous career
than it had before enjoyed. A very
large amount of official patronage was
given it that summer and fall, and the
sale of the delinquent tax lands the
next spring was the largest I have ever
known in the county. Before that time
one or two men had managed to con-
trol the bidding at these sales and the
land was bid off at a nominal price, not
bringing enough to pay any substantial
portion of the costs or taxes, and was
handled by the persons who bought it
for speculation, and out of which a
good sum was realized by these par-
ties, while the publishers, county offi-
cials, nor county treasury did not real-
ize anything. At this sale arrangements
were made by which the land should
bring costs, and much of it brought
more; and a precedent was established
by which it has always been under-
stood since then that none of the tracts
of land to which the title is good can
be bid off for less than the costs.

Thus was brought about the first
transformation from the DIXON NEWS,
an extreme Republican paper, toward
the present PULASKI COUNTY DEMOCRAT.

[CONTINUED NEXT WEEK]
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Before the campaign of 1886 had

opened Judge Murphy offered to dis-
pose of his interest in the NEWS-
DEMOCRAT, and while the association
with him during the first three years of
the paper’s history had been pleasant,
the dominant party was without an
organ at the county seat, and the coun-
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ty officials and party leaders were anx-
ious to have one.

I regarded this as the opportunity not
only to make the paper of my own
political views at that time, but also, to
keep out opposition. The Judge had
engaged in the enterprise in the first
instance largely that he might have an
organ by which to advance his own
political ambitions; and as this had
been an expensive mode of advertis-
ing, he was very reasonable in the
price he asked for his interest in the
paper. He offered his entire interest in
the plant and all outstanding subscrip-
tions for $200, and early 1886 I pur-
chased his interest and became sole
proprietor.

The politics of the paper were
changed at once from an independent
to an out and out Democratic paper. At
the earnest solicitation of some of the
paper’s friends the name was changed
to the PULASKI COUNTY DEMOCRAT, the
name it has since borne. I preferred the
name NEWS over that of DEMOCRAT,
because I believe the first characteristic
of a local paper should be as a newspa-
per, and that its political ambition
should be secondary to that of giving
the news. But as above stated, I yield-
ed on this matter to the wishes of
friends. Besides, what is there in a
name? This was the second important
change in the history of the paper.

With the inauguration of President
Cleveland on March 4th, 1885, there
was a scramble for appointments to fill
government positions. The cry of “turn
the rascals out,” was taken up by the
metropolitan Democratic press and
was echoed by every rural sheet
throughout the land and a strenuous
“kick” was made because the work of
political decapitation did not proceed
fast enough. It was not until the work
of “turning them out” began that the
public was brought to a knowledge of
the civil service law and its effects. The
changes made appeared entirely too
slow to the office hunters, and doubt-
less, to this fact, more than any other
was due the defeat of Cleveland in
1888.

During the latter part of ‘85 and first

of ‘86 changes were made in most of
the postoffices of the country. None
was made at Waynesville, as a
Democrat was already in charge, and
so far back as I know, had been, there
being no local Republican for the place.
G. W. Colley was an aspirant for
appointment as United States revenue
collector for the eastern district of
Missouri, and was strongly endorsed
by the Hon. R. P. Bland, then represent-
ing this district of Congress. A compro-
mise was brought about by which the
office went to a St. Louis man and a
deputyship to our local aspirant. The
DEMOCRAT was a strong advocate of
Mr. Colley’s appointment.

The most interesting feature of the
campaign of 1886, so far as the readers
of the DEMOCRAT of that time were con-
cerned, was the contest between J. B.
Rackliffe, then a citizen of Waynesville,
and J. W. Farris of Lebanon for the
nomination for state senator for this
district. The Democrats elected their
entire county ticket, J. O. Morrison of
Richland at the head of the ticket for
representative, if our memory serves
us right; H. E. Rollins circuit clerk and
recorder, a position which he held for
three consecutive terms. This year also
marked Col. E. G. William's second
consecutive canvass, and it goes with-
out saying that he was successful, as
the man, either Democrat or
Republican, has not yet been found
who could take his measure. W. W.
Hobbs was elected sheriff and W. L.
Bradford collector. The members of the
county court were W. T. Wright, pre-
siding judge and D. A. Claiborn associ-
ated justice; C. H. Davis, prosecuting
attorney, and J. B. Christeson, county
treasurer. 

As stated at the beginning of the pre-
ceding paragraph, the feature of the
campaign was the senatorial race for
the Democratic nomination. J. B.
Rackliffe was a local attorney. He came
here in the latter ‘70’s and had repre-
sented the county in the legislature of
1884-5. He was a sharp, shrewd politi-
cian, with a political ambition which
knew no bounds; and I do not believe I
am putting it too strong when I say

that he regarded all things fair in poli-
tics. Fortune favored him in furnishing
a supply of “political thunder” which
he used in his canvass of the district.
His opponent, J. W. Farris, had long
been afflicted with weak eyes; a special
pension bill in his behalf having been
introduced in Congress, the passage of
which was secured by Hon. R. P.
Bland, gave him a pension.

The grounds upon which the passage
of this bill was procured appeared to
President Cleveland as untenable and
he vetoed the bill and accompanied his
veto with one of the most ironical and
characteristic messages ever returned
to Congress with the disapproval of a
bill. The message was published in full
in the St. Louis papers and was soon
reprinted by the local press of the
District. Coming from the source it did
and in the midst of a campaign which
Farris was making a hard fight to
retain his seat in the senate, it placed
him to a great disadvantage. The
Democrat made a hard fight for
Rackliffe and used this message, possi-
bly, more that it should, unless its
cause had been a better one. The first
session of the convention was held at
Rolla, and after balloting for three or
four days, adjourned to meet at a sub-
sequent date at Houston. At Houston
the deadlock continued for some time
unbroken. Wright county, the strongest
Republican county in the district, had a
candidate before the convention all the
time in the person of Mansfield. This
delegation of 4 or 5 votes would have
nominated either of the other candi-
dates at any time, but they steadfastly
refused to do so. When it became
apparent to Rackliffe that he could not
be nominated, he threw his votes to
Mansfield, more to defeat Farris then
to carry out the wish of the majority.

[continued next week]
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The features of interest in the career

of the DEMOCRAT which marked the
year 1887 were of a purely local char-
acter, and are only identified with its

history as the history of the paper is
that of the community in which it is
published, and vice versa, as the histo-
ry of the community is that of the
paper. It will be recalled that in the
beginning of this series of articles, I
stated that in reviewing the career of
the paper, I should write much which
is the history of the community. This
article will be largely devoted to the
town of Waynesville.

Pulaski county was organized in
1833, not however, with its present
boundaries, as the territory comprised
within its limits was all between
Crawford and Greene, and included a
large part of what is now Phelps and
Laclede, Texas and Wright county. One
or two sessions of court were held on
what is known as the “Strong” place,
now owned by G. W. Pippin, near
Richland, also the seat of justice was
temporarily at the Pryor Harrison farm
on Big Piney, at what is called the
“wagon ford,” and it was not until
1835 that the county seat became per-
manently located and the present site
was selected.

About 47 acres of land was deeded to
the county for public use; twenty-five
acres by William Moore, in section 24,
township 36, range 12, west of the 5th
principal meridian; 22 acres in section
25, by Josiah Christeson.The first site
was laid off into town lots and legally
platted; but the last seems to have been
owned by the county and rented by
the Christeson estate. The first court
house was built on the hillside near
where the residence of W. H. Ousley
now stands. The second was a brick
structure and was situated on block
numbered 5, commonly called the
Public Square, and near the spot where
the present edifice now stands. This
was replaced in 1873 by a larger brick
building, which was the one occupied
in 1887, the time of which I write more
especially.

During the period of more than half a
century the town had not had a church
building. The court house had been
used for all public purposes. During
the war it was used as a commissary
store room; for all court purposes, for
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political gatherings, for a dance hall,
and as a place for public worship for
all denominations.

It seemed that the good people of the
town did not realize the necessity of
having a building dedicated wholly to
the worship of God, until the subject
was taken up by the DEMOCRAT early in
1887. It soon became a live question.

The local pastor of the Methodist
church and his estimable wife,
“Brother and Sister McCrary”, entered
upon the work of raising a fund for the
purpose of building a Methodist
church. And it was not long until the
good citizens of the town and sur-
rounding country were aroused to the
subject, and a subscription of $1,200
was secured for a Methodist church,
and about $1,000 for a Baptist. Both
buildings were completed during the
summer and fall, and they still stand
as a monument to the liberality and
enterprise of the good citizens of the
town of twenty years ago, and espe-
cially of the earnest labor and liberality
of “Brother and Sister McCrary”, who
headed the list of one church with a
subscription of $200, and also con-
tributed liberally to the other.

This year was marked by more and
better local improvements than any
preceding one in the history of
Waynesville. A new school building
was completed early in the year and
was first used for public school

September of that year. J. R. Burchard
erected the brick business house in
town. The Masonic hall was built.
What was maintained for several years
as the Pulaski Hotel [now the Talbot
House Antiques] was built; and many
minor improvements, in dwelling,
alignment of fences, shade trees, etc.

The year was not altogether one of
good fortune, as on the night of
September 27 occurred the most disas-
trous fire which has ever swept the
town. All of the business houses were
of wood and were close together. There
was no protection against fire. In some
unexplainable manner fire originated
in a building used at that time as post
office and drug store by J. R. Burchard.
When the people were aroused the
flames had gained such head way that
they were past control and it was seen
at once that every business house in
town was doomed. Goods were
removed as much as possible, but com-
paratively little was saved. Before the
day broke every business house in the
town was in ashes. The actual loss to
our business men was heavy, aggregat-
ing perhaps $30,000, not to exceed ten
per cent of which was covered by
insurance. Work of rebuilding was
begun immediately and before the year
ended most of the business houses had
been restored and were filled with
goods, but the financial loss was felt
for many years.

[CONTINUED NEXT WEEK]
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Early in the year 1888 W. T. Wright,
then living at Richland, Mo., pur-
chased the DEMOCRAT and in February
of that year took charge of the paper.
At that time he was Presiding Judge of
the County court and his official posi-
tion gave the paper advantages which
no paper of the county had ever before
enjoyed. He equipped the office at
once with a large and new assortment
of “Job” type, and after a short time
discarded the primitive cylinder press
then in use in the office, installing a
Washington hand press in its stead.
The paper under its new management
soon entered upon an era of prosperity
such as no paper had, hitherto, had in
the county. It got all the official patron-
age of the county at full legal rates and
was well patronized by the business
interests of the county, with advertis-
ing and job printing. Judge Wright,
unquestionably, gave the county the
best paper it had ever had, but on the
other hand, the county gave him the
best support any publisher has ever
received, and the publication ceased to
be a struggle for existence, but was a
profitable business enterprise.

The local campaign of 1888 was not
marked by any unusual degree of
enthusiasm. In the contest for nomina-

tions on the Democratic ticket, the
greatest interests was in the race
between W. P. Trower and W. W.
Hobbs for the nomination for Collector.
Trower had served for Assessor for
two or three terms and Hobbs for sher-
iff two terms. Both were good election-
eerers and had many friends who took
up the fight for their respective
favorite. Hobbs was nominated by the
primary vote with a small margin.

Two weeks ago I placed John O.
Morrison, of Richland, as the head of
the Democratic ticket for the
Legislature in the canvass of 1886. I
was not sure, at the time, that this was
correct, and at the time of writing I had
no convenient record to consult. Since
then, by a reference to the files of the
DEMOCRAT, I find that statement incor-
rect, and that Captain Henry E.
Warren, of Richland, headed the
Democratic ticket in 1886, and John O.
Morrison, of the same place, in 1888.
The remainder of the local Democratic
ticket that year was as follows:
Collector, W. W. Hobbs; Sheriff, J. M.
Long; Assessor, J. W. Hicks; Treasurer,
J. J. Clark; County Judge Eastern dis-
trict, J. E. Gray; Western District, John
Smith; Prosecuting Attorney, C. H.
Davis. The entire Democratic ticket
was elected and these men entered on
the official duties Jan. 1, 1889, with the
exception of the Collector who took
charge of his office in March.
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Bird’s Eye View of Elevator in Dixon, MO, 1909 Alumni Hall at Iberia Academy, Iberia, MO, 1909

Lone Star Mill near Houston, MO, 1911 Main Street in Iberia, MO, 1909
The four postcards featured above are from the Amanda Black Collection. Amanda Black (1863-1915) was an early postcard collector. The Black’s ran the Black Hotel,
now known as the Old Stagecoach Stop, from 1896 to about 1925. The collection contains 106 postcards, both real photo and greeting cards, dated between 1908 and
1913. Friends and hotel guests sent Amanda postcards from around the country. They can be viewed at the Foundation’s web site—http://oldstagecoachstop.org



The National Democratic ticket was
defeated this year, the people thereby
refusing to endorse the administration
of Grover Cleveland, which was then
drawing to a close. The issues in this
campaign were not materially different
from those of 1884 being largely a “tar-
iff for revenue only” campaign. During
the period intervening between the
quadrennial elections of ‘84 and ‘88 the
Republicans had a majority in the
United States Senate, who blocked all
tariff legislation attempted by the
Democrats, consequently the party had
no opportunity to carry out the policies
which it advocated in ‘84, and asked
the people for another opportunity to
do so. The election was close and
hinged on the result in a few doubtful
states, enough of which gave their vote
to Benjamin Harrison to elect him.

Near the close of the year 1888 an
attempt was made to rob the Collector.
It was during the season when large
collection of taxes were being made
and the parties who made the attempt
evidently did not understand the man-
ner in which the Collector handled the
funds. They entered his office in the
Court House and made several efforts
to blow open a safe which was in the
office, but which did not contain a cent
of money. Two strangers who had been
lounging about town the day previous
were suspected, traced to railroad and
arrested the following evening about

dark near Stoutland. They were
returned to jail here and, in an attempt
by them to break out, one was killed
by the jailer J. H. Ross, the other was
tried and convicted and, for the several
offenses with which he was found
guilty, sentenced to eleven years in the
penitentiary.

[CONTINUED NEXT WEEK]

June 28
THE CAREER OF THE PULASKI COUNTY

DEMOCRAT
Under the management of Judge

Wright, the DEMOCRAT continued to
grow in interest and prosperity. A sys-
tem of regular correspondence was
installed from many localities of the
county which the paper has been able
to maintain ever since. While these
communications contain much which
is not of general interest, they are a fea-
ture which makes the paper sought for
by more people than anything the edi-
tor may write, let it be ever so ably
done, and of the profoundest wisdom.
Readers love to see the paper “crowd-
ed with locals containing their names.”

On July 21st, 1893 a new cylinder
power press was set up in the press
rooms of the DEMOCRAT office; a con-
crete engine house erected, a two
horse-power engine installed, super-
seding the hand-press and power of
past. The paper at this time became an
“all home” print and while metal

plates were used profusely, the change
cheapened the cost of the paper mate-
rially, and greatly increased the space
for local news and advertising. The
engine was a novelty, and was
designed and constructed by Charles
Schneider at that time a resident of
Dixon. It was a model of perfection
and was built by Schneider without
any ostensible purpose in its design. It
could not have been improved had it
been constructed solely to furnish
power for the DEMOCRAT’S new press
and it attracted many visitors on
“press days” for a long time to see it
doing its task, so much like something
of life.

In 1894, the DEMOCRAT again changed
hands. John A. Swan this time becom-
ing editor and proprietor. Mr. Swan
hailed from Indiana. He had been a
teacher before coming to Pulaski
County and had had but little if any
experience in the realm of journalism.
He was perhaps the most scholarly
man ever in charge of the DEMOCRAT
but it is not every man of learning who
is the most successful in the editorial
chair of a country newspaper; and
according to my standard the DEMOC-
RAT was not so good a paper nor so
ably edited or managed as it had been
in the past. In fact, the enterprise was a
venture on the part of the new propri-
etor. He aspired to authorship and
sought the columns of a journal to test

his ability. It was once charged that the
editor of the DEMOCRAT only came here
for the purpose of “feathering his nest”
and that as soon as this was accom-
plished, he would spread his wings
and “Swanlike” change his climate. It
is true that Mr. Swan did not remain
many years in Missouri but during his
stay among our people he was highly
esteemed and I do not believe that he
either came or went for mercenary
motives, but rather because he did not
regard his career as a journalist a suc-
cess.

It was during his management of the
DEMOCRAT that the ever memorable
“Free Silver campaign” [championed by
William Jennings Bryan] of 1896 was
fought and lost to the Democratic
party, and with it the control of the
national policies and also control of the
government. It is not my purpose to
discuss the features of that campaign,
but only to say, that no national can-
vass ever aroused such enthusiasm,
locally, since the period of the Civil
War, as did the campaign of 1896. The
discussions reached the point of bitter-
ness in many instances and as is usual-
ly the case in such instances, this feel-
ing was engendered among the masses
by a few ambitious politicians, with
the object of a full party vote, and a
“straight vote for the ticket.”

The officers elected on the county
ticket this year were: Representative, J.
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H. Ross; Presiding Judge of the County
Court, W. L. Bradford; Judge County
Court Eastern District, S. R. Hale;
Judge County Court Western District,
J. R. Adkison; Prosecuting Attorney, J.
L. Johnson; Sheriff, M. G. Wyrich;
Collector of the Revenue, S. M. Manes;
Assessor, S. S. White; Treasurer, J. B.
Christeson; Coroner, G. W. Bryant; sur-
veyor, W. J. Barrows.  

[CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK]

July 5
A BRIEF SKETCH OF THE CAREER OF THE

PULASKI COUNTY DEMOCRAT

About the 1st of December 1898, Mr.
Swan sold the DEMOCRAT and “all good
will” to the late editor and proprietor,
Nathan Wheeler, who on that day took
charge of the paper and continued as
its editor until his health failed him to
such a degree that he was compelled to
give up the active management of the
paper, about the first of last September,
and seek rest and such advantages as
he might be able to obtain by a change
of climate, going to New Mexico,
where he spent the past winter. The
result and utter failure of this change
to accomplish any beneficial results,
the return home to his family and
friends, and final surrender, of not only
the position he held as relates to the
DEMOCRAT, but of all the responsibilities
of life, are all features in connection
with the career of the DEMOCRAT too
recent and too fresh in the minds of the
readers of the paper to need repetition
here.

After Mr. Wheeler took charge of the
paper, no material change was made to
its character. It continued to be the
organ of the Democratic party and
gave valuable support to the tickets
endorsed by that party in the cam-
paigns of 1900, 1902, 1904, and 1906. It

also put forth a greater amount of
energy in collecting the news from the
various localities in the county than it
had ever done before, and was an able
exponent of public sentiment on all
questions of public concern.

It would not be correct for me to say
that the DEMOCRAT has not enjoyed the
portion of the general prosperity which
has extended to every legitimate enter-
prise during the past ten years; but in
this connection it is only fair to call
attention to the fact that the paper has
not had, nor does it now have, the field
so exclusively to itself as it had under
other managements. Competition in
the business in this county is very
strong and has necessitated a reduction
of rates in many classes of work and
advertising, in some instances cutting
the price to one-half what was former-
ly paid.  

The most important event, so far as
our local history is concerned, which
has occurred since the change in the
management of the paper, mentioned
at the beginning of this column, was
the destruction of the court house, and
most of the public records of the coun-
ty, by fire, on June 13th, 1903. There
has never existed any doubt in the
mind of the writer but the origin of the
fire was purely accidental and was
from a defective flue leading from the
office occupied by the Recorder. The
defect in the flue was near the wooden
frame of a window in the court room
on the second floor. It was known to
exist and had been often sought with a
view to repairing same, but could not
be discovered without removing the
brick wall. The fire was too far under
way, when discovered, to save the
building or any of the contents, except
the records of the Probate office, but
the progress it had made, and the
locality of its greatest advancement,

showed conclusively where it had orig-
inated. Of course the question is natu-
ral, how did it happen to occur at that
time of the year? The morning of the
day before was damp and chilly and a
lot of waste paper which was in the
stove in the Recorder’s office had been
set afire to drive out the damp, chilly
air and this was the opportunity for it
to become ignited.

The loss to the county by this fire
would have been inconsiderate had it
not been for the public records which
were burned. The county had as good
and complete a set of records as could
be found in any county in the State
and they were all destroyed with the
exception of those belonging in the
Probate Court, which comprised the
records of the proceedings of that
Court, records of settlements of estates,
bonds, letters, wills, and the files per-
taining to the estates of decedents.
Those lost included all records of the
proceedings of the County Court, of
roads and plats of locations of same, all
the Assessor’s and Collector’s records
with the exception of those which were
current. In the Recorder’s office were
all of the Deed Records, County and
Town Plat Books, Circuit Court
Records, Surveyor’s Records and all
the files of original papers in suits in
Circuit Court, and not least in impor-
tance, all records of marriages and
marriage license. The County was well
provided with funds and immediately
set about to rebuild a court house and
within a little less than nine months
the new building was ready for occu-
pancy, erected on the same site as the
former, and at a cost of $10,240, it and
all furnishings paid for.

In April 1903, the small engine which
had been in use in the DEMOCRAT office
for more than twelve years, propelled
by steam, requiring considerable

expense in the way of wood and engi-
neer and time to “raise steam,” was
supplanted by a complete Weber two
and one-half horse-power gasoline
engine. This engine economizes and is
very convenient as it can be started in
two or three minutes.

This brings the “Career of the DEMOC-
RAT” down to the dawn of yesterday. I
have attempted to write it and its con-
nection with local affairs, as I have
seen it and remember it. Possibly I
have made some mistakes. I am sure I
have omitted many incidents which
would have been of interest to many of
its readers, this necessarily had to be as
it was necessary that I should limit
myself as to time and space. I have
refrained from offering any criticisms
as I did not deem them proper in a
series of articles of the character which
I have intended them to be. Of course
the career of a paper is like that of an
individual, it is not above criticism;
and wholesome friendly criticism is
good for both. It brings to our notice
errors and faults which we would not
otherwise observe. So it is with the
newspaper.

The PULASKI COUNTY DEMOCRAT has
now passed its quarter of century. Its
present editor [Virgil Wheeler] and its
publisher [Mrs. Nathan Wheeler] are
both putting forth a commendable
effort not only to maintain the paper,
but also to improve it as the business
demands and as circumstances will
justify. In this effort they should
receive the co-operation and support of
its many patrons. Its past history has
its lesson; the present has its duty and
the future its hope.

Respectfully,
GEORGE M. REED.
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This postcard was sent by E. A. Steckel of Richland to C. E. Beals of Lincoln,
Nebraska. Mr. Steckel described the group picture as the “Turkey Ridge ball
team, 1914 champions of Pulaski Co.” Mr. Steckel was the builder and proprietor
of the Ozark Springs Resort on the Gasconade near Richland. Postcards above
and on the right courtesy of John Bradbury.

The Swede Baptist Church in Swedeborg, 1908. Swedeborg, on the Frisco rail line
between Crocker and Richland, was originally called Woodend after the piles of
wood stacked for use by the trains. At one time, there was the American Baptist
Church and the Swedish Baptist. They merged to form the Swedish American
Baptist Church, then it became the First Baptist Church of Swedeborg. 


