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BAGNELL DAM

A project to build a dam on
the Osage River was studied
as early as 1912. Financial
difficulties plagued early
work on the project and it
wasn’'t until November 12th,
1924, that the Federal Power
Commission issved a
preliminary permit for
construction of a dam and
power plant.

One week after the permit
was issued, the newly for-
med Missouri Hydro-
Electric Power Company
was authorized to perform
the initial development
work, but little progress was
made for three years.

In 1927, a Boston
engineering firm, Stone and
Webster, Inc., was retained
to do an exhaustive study.
Union Electric Light and
Power Company acquired
all properties and rights
from Missouri Hydro-
Electric Power on July 27th,
1929. some 17 years affer if
was first studied, the 5t.
Louis based company

Drilling was done to
examine the foundation site
before any preliminary
plans for construction of the
dam were drawn. Work on
the project was divided into
three categories, the dam
and powerhouse, ftran-
smission lines and the
reservoir.

In the years before the
dam’s construction,
agriculture and forestry
brought money to the local
economy. Between 1880 and
1915, forests were harvested
for railroad ties.

The year of the Great
Depression which hung like
a dark cloud over most of
America brought a boom-
town atmosphere to what is
now the Bagnell Dam Strip.
In the summer of 1929...
thousands of jobless men
from across the land
streamed to the area to work
on the mammoth hydro-
electric dam Union Electric
Company was to construct fo
impound the waters of the

fram Chicage and the
Midwest, from north and
south, bringing to the
Bagnell Dam area a rich
mixture of accents and
v.2wpoints that remains to
this day.

Laborers worked for
thirty-five cents per hour:
rod men on survey parties
mac  fitty-cents an hour,
and survey party chiefs
made fifty dollars a week. At
the end of a hard day, men
from Mew York and Chicago
in those prohibition days
were delighted to find the
American spirit of individual
enterprise alive in the
Ozarks. While there were no
speakeasies, there was
something even better
readily available, the finest
and most potent home brew
in the country, known as

“white lightnin".”

Over 20,000 men worked on
the dam; laboring day and
night for two years to create
the Osage Hydro-Electric
Plant, better known as

Stone and Webster Englneering Corporation bullders work durfng the Depression

years to construct Bagnell Dam. View from the east-side. {Photo courtesy of Unlon

Electric)

broughf the great Osage Osage River. From Eastand
project to reality. West Coasts they came,

"JUMP ON THE ‘“‘BAND’’ WAGON

For an evening of fun for the entire family

Bagnell Dam, and in the
process, created the
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COURTRY MUSIC SHOW JJJ'JJ

Regular $6 50 Admission
Limit 1 Person Per Coupon
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DEPRESSION BROUGHT BOOM

TOWN ATMOSPHERE TO BUILD
HYDRO-ELECTRIC

From the same view, Bagnell Dam as it appeared followl completion. (Photo
courtesy of Unlon Electric) v :

Steel & Sv?g!

1 Mile North on “D" at 54 :
- 314-348-1306 Osage Beach, Mo. 314-348-1434
M

REBAR FABRICATING
~Also, A Cut-Off Machine

N STOCK:”
Rebar- Wire Mesh * Cattle Guards
‘New Roofing & Siding

: Culverts o Symon - Concrete Ties & Supphes

FOR ALL YOUR STEEL NEEDS

Prompt Delivery Available
On Stocked Items

ATTENTION: CONTRACTORS
For On The Jub Free Est:mates Cnntact Office

UWNER JEFF MISTLER

HUI.IRS.
Monday - Friday 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
Saturday 7:30 AM - 12:00 NOON

sprawling Lake of the
Ozarks, one of the Midwest's
most popular recreation
spots and the fourth largest
man-made lake In the United
States.

In October, 1931, Bagnell
Dam was completed and a
new life for the area began.
Two new towns had been
created: Residents of Linn
Creek, which was flooded
when the dam was built,
relocated “‘on the ridge.”
creating the town of Cam-
denfon, or “in the valley,”
creating a New Linn Creek.

Enterprising merchants
began setting up shop near
the dam, anticipating the
boom that would be in full
swing in the 19505, when
Americans were celebrating
the return of peaceful times
and enough money for
recreation.

Today. the strip is bigger
and better than ever. Over
200 different, wnusuval
businesses attract visitors
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DAM!

from all over the nation to
the area between Bagnell

‘Dam and the south city

limits.

The Bagnell Dam 5irip
Association extends a warm
welcome to all visitors and
invites you to wvisit Union
Electric’s Bagnell Dam
itself. Bagnell Dam was
named for the old town of
Bagnell.

The dam is one-hall mile
long and rises 148 feet from
bedrock and impounds &28
billion gallons of water. If it
were placed on a city street,
it would hide from view
seven blocks of twelve-story
buildings. The 40,000
carloads of material used in
construction of the dam
would fill a freight ftrain
stretching from 5t. Lovis fo
Tulsa, Oklahoma, a distance
of over 400 miles. Lumber
used in the concrete form
work for the dam and sup-
port structures would build
an Atlantic City type

®STREET STOCK

FRIDAY NIGHT

*SPORTSMAN

boardwalk &0 miles long.
More than 2,000 tons of
reinforcing steel and 1,150
tens of structural steel were
used.

Approximately 30,000
acres were cleared for the
reservoir and 937,000 cubic
yards of earth and 72,500
cubic yards of rock were
excavated for the total
project.
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Ozark Superstitions!

A bird flying info a house is
a sure sign of death in the
family.

If a redbird builds its nest
near the house it is a good
omen.

A rooster crowing on the
front doorstep means there
will be company before the
day is over.

If rabbits are seen in
unprotected places, it means
pleasant weather.
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COMPLETE CONCESSION WITH BEER
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