PAGE 14

SOME HELPFUL TIPS
ON HOWTO DO

With the publication of my
book The Tilley Treasure
which is based mainly on the
Civil War Era in Pulaski
County | began to receive a
number of questions about
Civil War research.

The most frequent
question was simple. Just
how do you do Civil War
research? The answer Is
also simple, you just start
with the so called Bible of
the Civil War-a book series
known as the Offical
Records of the Unlon and
Confederate Armles. This
series of books is wsually
referred to as the OR. The
print dates range from 1880
to 1902. There are four series
and seventy some volumes
in this set.

The OR is almost required
reading when you start Civil
War research. As a general
statement if what you are
looking for could be
described as an “official™
record you will find the
infermation in these books.
The OR is a great place fo
start.

But, there are a few
problems with the OR. First
you have to find a library
which has a complefe set of
the OR. Since the first
printing was in a series from
1880-1902 the books are
scarce. You can find a set at
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the Main Springfield
Library, The State
Historical Society at
Columbia, and The Missouri
Mational Guard Archives in
Jefferson City. Those
locations are complete
collections. However, each
book has literally been
handled by thousands of
people. The books are in
poor condition, and no, you
cannot check them out. | will
not go so far as fo say the
libraries will post an armed
guard over you while you
have one of the OR in your
possession-but you almost
get the idea they would like
toemploy a guard.

The Sringfield library
keeps their collection behind
a locked screen. Other
locations where you might
find the OR are the Missouri
State Library in Jefferson
City, and The Main Public

Library in 5t. Louwis and
Kansas City.
The nexi problem in

working with the OR con
cerns the book numbering
systemn. The original authors
vsed Roman Numbers to list
the books. Thus if you do not
know CXLII means you
better brush up on your
knowledge of Roman
Wumerals.

The outside of each book
will also list the fopics in-

cluded such ‘as “Operations
in Virginia and Tennessee
July 1, 1851 to Dec 31, 1861! If
you are interested in
Missouri history dont
bother o look for Missouri.
Instead look for the heading
“Operations in the Trans-
Mississippi State”.

Once you locate the
“Trans-Mississippi” books
you can work on Missouri
history. Just turn to the
index and look wup
Waynesville. Surprise,
Waynesville s seldom
listed! If you want local
information you must look in
fhe index under the name of
the man who wrote the
report. In other words you
almost have to know that
Capt. C.B. Maus of, Co. E,
5th  Missouri State Milita
was stationed here in 1864
and look under his name in
the book which covers 18564,

S0, you almost have fo
know the complete officer
roster for each year the
Union Army post existed at
Waynesville. If you would
rather do your research the
easy way, just read each of
the 500 pages in each book to
make sure you do not miss
any local history.

It you are really serious
about Civil War research the
OR series has recently been
reprinted in 128 volumes and

can be purchased for about
£3,000. If you want to buy
your own set contact me for
the address of the company.

Another location fer
Missouri History is the
Missouri Mational Guard

Archives in Jefferson City.
These Archives maintain ‘a
listing on cards in (A-B-C)
order on all Missouri men
who enlisted in the union
controlled Missouri State
Militia. These cards will
frequently show a special
entry such as Killed or
wounded in a fight. They
may also give a date the
man was promoted or
deserted.

If you are looking for an
ancestor who served during
the Civil War you may get a
copy of his complete record
from The National Archives,
Washington, D.C. Their fee
is £5.00 per man and they
will answer usually within 45
days.

However for the Maticnal
Archives to be of any help
you must supply his com-
plete name and unil as a
minumum. Addifional in-
formation such as birth date
or place of enlistment will
also help.

How do you handle an
ancestor who served in the
war but you do not know the
unit? The answer is you are

in trouble. But here is one
trick you might try. If you
know which state and
County the man lived in
during the year 1890 check
the Federal Census Records
for thal year. As part of the
1890 Census a special survey
of Civil War Veterens was
also obtained. This survey
freguently lists the mans
unit.

If he died prior to 18%0 all
yo. can do is check with the
Mational Guard Records
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Cenfer in the state where he'
lived or where he probably
enlisted. If you fail there, all
you can do is confinue fo
check other members of
your family and hope you
can get additional in-
formation.

50 now you know how to do
Civil War Research. It's
almost as easy as building
an atomic bomb all by
yourself. If you're not crazy
when you start, you will be
when you are done.
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AMERICA’S
BEST VALUE
IN HOUSING

Lots of space for comfortable living, at a price you
can live with. Today’s Manufactured Homes are

designed and constructed to meet the needs and
demands of every home buyer.

Name Brand Materials, Functional floor plans, and
Beautiful Decors combine to offer today’s buyers the

BEST VALUE IN TODAY’S HOUSING MARKET.

See our DISPLAY HOMES, from the budget priced

ECONOMY MODELS, to the LUXURY PACKED
WINDSOR and RIVER OAK Modeils

SEE THE PROFESSIONALS

'MOBILE HOMES

WHERE YOU GET THE BEST FOR LESS

FT. WOOD SPUR, WAYNESVILLE, MO
314-336-3512

Buckhorn Mattress ;

& Carpet Center

At. 1 Waynesville, Missouri 65583
314-774-2958

More Carpet ForLess Money
Over 200 Rolls ToChoose From

Armstrong Floors

Mill Direct Carpets

Installation Available
60 Days Same As Cash

Master Rest Supreme
Orthopedic Mattress
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