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LACLEDE COUNTY: THE EARLY YEARS!

Early in the Spring of 1820
Jesse Ballew came west-
ward, crossed the
Gasconade River and settled
near where the Hazelgreen
Bridge spans that river
today. He was the first white
settler to setile in what is
now Laclede County. Ballew
still has descendants in
Laclede County today.

A short time later, Henry
Anderson, another daring
pioneer, settled just aross
the river from Ballew,
followed by William Mon-
tgomery, who erected a
cabin a few miles down-
stream. Settlers then began
coming thick and fast. As
early as 1834 the land in this
region was surveyed and

sectionized, thus making it
possible for land entries to
be made within 14 years
after the coming of the first
settler. These early settlers
came mostly from MNorth
Carolina, Tennessee and
Kentucky, sometimes in

groups, often one or fwo
families with their
household goods piled on ox-
drawn wagons, settling
chiefly in the fertile little
valleys along sfreams and
creeks,

The first ones to take
advantage of the
homesteading were
Abraham Munholland, John
Tucker, Robert Mon-
tgomery, D.B. Laxton.
Benjamin Moore, William
Maxey, John Honssinger,
Robert Farris, Moses Bean
and W.P. Wisdom. There are

still descendants of these
early settlers in the county
today.

The first mill of any sort fo
be erected in the territory
known as Laclede County
today, was built in 1825 by
Robert Montgomery.
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Incredible discounts on
top of more discounts!

By the 18405 substantial
settlements had grown up
along the Gasconade and
Osage River, Bear Creek,
Brush Creek, Dry Glaize,
Goodwin Hollow and Cobbs
Creek, with a few scaftering
farms between,

The earliest settlers in and
around Lebanon were

James Jolley, John T.
Cooper, William A. McPhail
and Lavckland Murphy.
Laclede County was
organized in February 1849
at the house of L. Murphy.
An election was held in April
of that year. Robert Farris,

William Smith and Samuel
W. Barnes were elected
judges of the county court;
John 5. Shields. sheriff, and
John L. Herndon, clerk of
the county court.

On Oct. 1, 1849, the first
day of the term of the circuit
court, a majorily of the
commissioners went before

the judge of the circuit court
and reported the donation of
50 acres of land for the
location of the county seat of
Laclede County. Forty-one
acres of this land were given
by Benjamin B. Harrison
and wife, and the other nine

by James M. Appling and
wife. The site for the town
was surveyed out into lois,
blocks, alleys and streets,

and named Lebanon, affter

Lebanon, Tenn.

The contract for the first
courthouvse in Laclede
County was let to A.S.
Cherry in May 1850. The
county was named in honor
of Pierre Liguest Laclede,
the tounder of 5t. Lovis. Did
you also know that Lebanon
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was once called “Wyota™ by
the Indians?

Benjamin B. Harrison,
who gave a great part of the
land for the original fown-
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site, was the first merchant
in Lebanon, having opened
his store about two years
before the town was
established. About the year
1857 J.W. McClurg, later
governor of Missouri, and a
merchant at Linn Creek,
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opened a branch store in
Lebanon. There were four
stores in Old Town when the
Civil War began. Lebanon
was then a small place. but a
greal deal of business was
carried on there.

The Civil War had much
impaci on Laclede County.
Lebanon was very isolated
at that time since if was 100
miles from railroad or
telegraph. Both MNorth and
South were represenfzd

among the residents of this

section. Many of the early
settlers were from Ken-
tucky, Tennesses and the
Carolinas and lhere were
many slave owners among
them. There were aiso
pioneer settlers from Now
Enagland and the northors
states Feeling was intensa

and many once good friends:

and neighbors became bitlar
enemiss  during vhe war
Troops from both North and
South passed over the oid

Wire Road and old fimers in
Lebanon have toid o
casions when
ane side came info fuwn ver)
shortly after the army of the
other side had left, going in
the opposite diraciion.
Bushwackers also made
frequent raids in the section
and terrorized the people
More than one good citizen
incurred their enmiry and
was shol or hanged by tham.
After the close of ihe war,
business immediately cegan
fo revive in Old Lebanon.
Some of the business places
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at that time were Wallace
Brothers General Store,
H.P. Crane, Joe Fisher's
Restaurant, Rubey & Ivey.
Serl’s Drug Store, Wor-
thington's Store, Norman’s
Drug Store, Bradley &
Hartmiller, a hardware, a
nank, Cushwah's General
Merchandise, Steinberg’s
and two hotels or taverns.
The Old Academy was the
first school in Lebanon.

The next great epoch in
the hisfory of Laclede
County occurred in the
summer of 1869 when the
railroad, spanning the entire
ration, passed through the
very heart of Laclede
County from northeast to
southwest. The railroad was
completed so that The
passenger train ran inio
Lebanon Oct. 20, 1869, This
first train was greeied with
intense joy. A greal
celebration was held
honor of the eveni-bands
piayed and speeches were
made. Lebanon was for
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some time the ferminal of |

the railroad.
Failure of the town council
at that time to donate fo the
railroad the land i
requested cauvsed the station
to be established three

quarters of a mile out on the

muddy prairie at that time,
the railroad missing the
fown a quarter of a mile. The
inevitable happened.
Businesses immediately
moved to the new addition,
which was lald out parallel

to the railroad and
couple of years a new
business center grew up and
Old Town became simply
the first ward &1 new
Lebanon. There were no
brick buildings in Old Town,
but with the removal to the
present location. most of the
business places were built of
brick. Even the location of
the cemetery was changed
from Old Town. When the
semetery was moved, only
three bodies were moved,
that of a man, a woman and
a little child

The old courthouse was
so0ld in 1870 and offices were
noved to the new town. A
new courthouse was con-
siructed in 1894, This grand

building was destroyed by
fire in 1920, and afterwards
the present one was con-
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Thls edition of the ..aﬂede County Courthouse was bullt in 1394
its life, however, was shor! The grand building was destroyed
by fire around 1920. { Photo courtesy of Kirk Pearce)

DID YOU KNOW,_.,
Comedian Jerry Clower mentions visiting
Waynesville, Missourion his album,
"Jerry Clower-Starke Raving!”
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Adults: $5.95.
Children 5-10 are
25° for each vear
ofageunder 2 vears
ofage FREE!
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You May
Order From
Our Dinner Menu!

Our Sunday buffet always has a little something "EXTRAR”
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Large On aunch.  p
Super On Supper.

Our famous Salad Bar
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NEW HOURS: Located Atthe intersection X
6 AM - 10 PM Friday ana sSaturday f Hwy. 5 & Hwy. 32 I
& AM-9PM Sunday- Ihursda talenhone 588.1387
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Couourdmnates
Lingerie
W T W e
{Mastoee ard,
&V mb
Catalina
{Di::vby Len
Nancy Frock

Lee Jeans
l_eviBendovers
Barrv Ashley
Miss Russ

Blouses 36-52
Jackets 36-52

Lady Devon
Lne rrlm' H]”
Orweco

Sizes: Ample log

Pants 32-46
Skirts 32-46
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