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VIENNA'S HISTORIC

FELAER
ROUSE

The community of Vienna,
located north of Waynesville
in Maries County, boasts of
having three pre-Civil War
structures still standing
within its city limits. In last
year's edition of "'Old
Settler's Gazette™, thera
waere feature articles about
the Latham Log House and
the Old Jail Museum. This ar-
ticle about the Felker House
completes the trilogy of Vien-
na's antebellum buildings.

Though not the communi-
ty's oldest structure nor the
ona with the most interesting
history surrounding it, the
Felker House was the edifice
of ane of early Vienna's most
interesting and adwven-
turesome characters.

John Felker was only 18
years old when he came to
Amaerica from Germany in
1848. Searching for a better
life, he soon saw an oppor-
tunity to realize his dreams
when gold was discovered in
California. Felker made a dar-
ing trip to the gold fields in
1850. The results of that
endeavor are not known. It is
believed, however, that
Felker's experiences in
Cafifornia and the trip there
prompted him to formulate
the idea for a cross-plains
cattle drive he later undar-
took.

In a few wyears, Felker
returned to Missouri to begin
a cattle operation in
Westphalia. His fluency in
the language of the “Olid
Country" quickly afforded
him access to the farmers
and cattle-raisers in  that
German-speaking communi-
ty. Felker was able to extend
his operation into Maries
County, where he dealt with
large stockowners named
Anderson, Hoops, " and
Crismaon.

Felker took a bride in 1853,
but wasn't ready to settle
down. It was time to organize

that cattle drive to California.
The new groom and his pre-
nant wife were among a party
of 90 people who set out on
16 wagons for the long trip
across the plains from 5t
Joseph on April 25, 1854,
The party took with them 859
head of beef-cattle and 45
horses.

The cattle train crossed the
Big Blue River on May 7 and
the Platte River on June 2.

On June 9 and 10, the party
stopped near Ash Hollow in
western Mebraska to allow
Felker's wife, Amanda, to
give birth to a baby daughter.
The group quickly resumed
its journey and arrived in
Sacramento City, California,
on October 1.

The following spring, it
was time for the Felkers to
return home. Profit from the
sale of cattle to west coast

markets allowed the couple
1o book passage about the
steamer, Yankee Blade, for
the long journey around the
tip of South America. Soon
after leaving California,
howaver, the steamer was
shipwrecked on an island off
the coast of Mexico. The
Felkers survived there until
rescue came some time later,
They returned to Missouri the
autumn of that year, 1855,

returnad to  Missouri the
autumn of that year, 1855,

Undaunted by the arduous
journey, John Felker im-
mediately began building a
house, the Felker House, ata
site in present-day Vienna. It
was herae that the couples’ se-
cond daughter, Louella Jane,
was born on December 4,
1855, Their earier baby died
the preceding winter in
California.

Last summer's renovation work preserves the Felker House for posterity.

GARY KNEHANGS

Felker's adventuristic days
were over, The couple never
moved nor changed
residence again. Amanda
died on March 20, 1878. John
died on February 6 1889,
Thay were survived by three
daughters and two sons.

Throughout the years, the
Felker House remained at its
original site. Howewver, in
1958, the house was ear-
marked for destruction to
allow the construction of an
elementary school building.
Madolyn and Carl Baldwin,
Cecil and Juanita Hutchison,
and Paul and Inaz Hollenbeck
quickly moved to save the
structura by paying for the
expense of moving the
historic house to its present
location in back of the Oid
Jail Museum, which is only
two blocks away from the
Felker Housa's original site.

Members of the Historical
Society of Maries County,
enabled by generous dona-
tions from interested in-
dividuals and businesses in
the Vienna area, completed a
restoration project last sum-
mer on the Felker House. [t is
being furnished with
historical artifacts to greet
visitors with a sense of its
unique heritage.

The historical society is in-
volved in a project to move
the Latham Log House to the
Old Jail Museum site as well.
Through an agreement with
the Maries County Commis-
sion, the society will build a
now county road shed in the
Brinktown area, They will
swap this with the county for
the shed and land now used
by the county adjacent to the
Old Jail site. Thiz adjacent
property will be the new site
for the Latham Log House,
which s now temporarily
located in the city park in
Vienna. Completion of this
project will resull in the com-
munity's three pre-Civil War



— structures being located at
- one central site,
— Members of the Historical
Society of Maries County
estimate the project cost will
be around %20,000. Dona-
tions are being sought.
Anyone who contributes a
gift of $50 or more will
raceive upon request a
36-inch by 27 ¥%-inch full-size
copy of a "Tourist Map of
Maries County, Missouri."”
Donations may be mailed
to the Historical Society of
Maries County, P.0. Box
289, Vienna, Missouri 65582,
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For Experienced & Dependable Service

Huffman Glass Company

Glass Contractor
*Green Houses +Door & Lock Repair
Commercial +Residential
«Mirrors +Auto Glass
(Free Estimates)

WOODIN’'S
Body Shop

1 Mile on Hwy “Y”
Building Bodies For Over 20 Years
Auto Bodies Thatls
“Free Estimates” |
RT.6Box 155
Waynesville, MO
Phone 314-336-4064

GALE HUFFMAN
| 314-341-3885

SAM HUFFMAN
314-341-3885

ﬁanny Woodin
Owner

(2401 Hwy. 63 North, Rolla, MO 65401)
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Post Civil War cider press adorning the connecting deck
between the two structures of the Felker House.

Dave's Supermarket

Hwy. 63 South
Vienna, MO. 65582

Open 7 days a week

Sunday Hours: 7-2
Mon. thru Sat. 8-8
COME VISIT OUR NEW FACILITY

Super Selection of Groceries
Choice Meats and the Freshest Produce
Prices are Comparable and Some Times Less

| South Central
Regional Stockyard

Regular Wednesday Sale
Hogs - 9 a.m.

Cattle - 12

Special Feeder Calf Sale

1st and 3rd Sat.
Located on Hwy. 42 West
1/4 Mile from 42 and 63 Junction

In Vienna

Tom Coffey's
Swap Shop &
New Furniture Store

Vienna, Mo. 65582
(314)422-3314

43 YEARS IN BUSINESS
See us before you buy furniture

WE CAN SAVE YOU MONEY!

Living room suits, bedroom suits, oak table

and chairs, recliners, gliders, magic chef

?[ppliances (E]DSE—-OHI‘% lead crystal, fiesta
innerwaré, lamps (all kinds and sizes).

Brady McCall, Orvil'e Scieer,
Loren Sutton,
Owners

U.S.A.
"PIT STOP"
CONVENIENCE
STORE

Gas-Groceries-lce

Jet. Hwy. 63 & 42
Vienna, Mo.
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