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The Pythian Castle onco was
the site of meetings of the
Knights of Pythias in Rolla. The
organization has its own secret
initiation and rites, in which the
Bible and the national flag play
important parts. Meetings were
held upstairs on the second
floor while businesses took up
space in the building’s lower
section.

The Pythian castle was dedi-
cated on April 25th, 1908 with
the laying of the cornerstone,
Rolla observed Pythian Day and
the town was filled with
Knights of Pythias from neigh-
boring towns and 5t. Louis
parading down Fine Street. Tha
castle was located at Tth and
Rolla Streets and was built at a
cost of $15,000.

The Rolla Lodge No. 231
received itz charter in 1893 and
by 1908 had 143 members. Jus-
tus Henry Rathbonae {1839-1889)
founded the Society of the
Knights of Pythias in 1864 in

The Knights of Pythias

Washington, D.C. The chief
governing body of the Knights
of Pythias is the Supreme
Lodge. Below it are the district
grand lodges and subordinate
or local lodges. The organiza-
tion currently has about
200,000 members in the United
States and Canada. The Knights
of Pythias carry on charitable
work and places great empha-
sis on high moral standards.
There are three auxiliaries, the
Pythian Sisters, the Dramatic
Order Knights of Khorassan,
and the Junior Order Princes of
Syracuse. Currently, the Rolla
Knights of Pythiss meets at the
Carpenter's Local Union build-
ing on Highway 72 South, The
Pythian Castle was torn down
several years ago.

Legend records that Pythias
and Damon were two nobla
Greek youths of Syracuse. Their
friendship and loyalty to each
other made them famous.
Pythias had been condemned

to death by Dionysius of Syra-
cuse. He was allowed to leave
the city to put his affairs in
order when Damon promised
to die in place of Pythias if
Pythias failed to keep his
promise. Pythias was delayed
and arrived just in time to save
Damon from death. Dionysius
so admired this display of
friendship that he pardoned
Pythias and asked the two to
become his friends.
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Did You Know?

Did you know Ringling
Brothers World's Greatest Rail-
road Shows was scheduled to

by Van Beyd!r

exhibit at Lebanon, Missouri on
Friday, September 25th, 18917
The show was one of the S g
largest in America and The Pythian Castl
arranged with the railroads to
sell cheap round trip excursion
tickets to their shows.
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Just Call Us
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Old Settler's Day
Connects You To The Past
And
United Telephone System
Connects You To The Present!
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“I Pledge To Serve All Equally”

Paid for by Committes to Elect Smith Commissioner,
Barbara Smith, Treasurer,
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POSITIVE CURE.

Clothing for Tots to Teens

SUMMER
CLEARANCE
SALE

Steve & Charlotie Harrison
34.336-5105

1016 Mini Mall
5t. Robert, MO 65583

Come home to Dixon

MNew, state of the art, sixty bed skilled
facllity. 24 hour professional nursing care.
Full fime therapy department and activities.
Medi-care and Medl-cade approved. Look
us over before you make your cholce. Il

DisoN OakS HEALTH CENTER SERVING | “Todidlers Free, Kics 10[ Fied Chicken
across from the country club Most Msjor Grat | Ond Under 1/2 Pice” | 3¢2a0 Fich
A Cards Accapted
Diton, Mo. 759-2135 Sped:ISubjEmto had B_uc:khc:rn mﬁ?‘sﬁﬂﬁl
change without notice Exit 153 Dessert Bar

upstairs at the building which was located at 7th and Rolla Streets. Downstairs businesses included
an undertaker's establishment. (Photo courtesy of Earl and Anna Roberts)

When You Need Prompt
Dependable Propane Delivery

Call 774-2422
Ferrellgas

Ferrellgas
Ferrellgas specializes in responsive cus-
tomer service. What matters most to you
when it comes to propane?
Prompt delivery. Reliability. Safety.
Enecrgy-savings. Knowledge and experi-
ence. Friendly, helpful delivery people.

At

Ferrellgas,
We Call 774-2422
i Ferrellgas
Deliver 9

¥105 City Ru. 44, Waynesville, MO 65583

WITMOR FARMS
Restaurant

NEW
Thursday Nights

All You Can Eat Family Buffet
54-99 PEr person
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