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by Gary Knehans

One of the legendary sportsmen of old
passed away in late March, 1394, William
Wynne was his name, the man for whom
Wynne's Ford on the Gasconade Riverwas
named.

Inaddition to being a successful farm-
er, Wynne spent what spare time he had
hunting and fishing along the river. Before
his eyesight failed him late in life, the old
farmer was well known for his gigging
skills and his accuracy with an old Ken-
tucky rifle. Wynne kept a complete record
of the deer he killed in Maries and Phelps
Counties. He was said to have harvested
nearly 2700 deer in his lifetime. Many
catfish and sturgeon that he gigged aver-
aged over 100 pounds.

When failing eyesight and other infir-
mitics kept him from hunting and fishing
later in life, the old man enjoyed visiting
the campfires of the many sportsmen who
came into his neighborhood. Many times
around the warm glowofaflickering camp-
fire, Wynne regaled captiveaudiences with
stories of days when bears, panthers, and
deer were as plentiful as cattle along the
Gasconade River.

Perhaps the most remembered story

was one told shortly before his death about

a gigging incident that happened years
carlier.

“One night in April, when the river
was clear and low,” he said, “I went with a
companion o gig a mess of fish. Wehada
small, rudely constructed boat, but we were
used toit, and under ordinary circumstanc-
es managed to navigate without much trou-
ble. But on this night | speak of, the boat
demonstrated its frailtics. Afler gigging
numerous ordinary bufTalo and a couple of
fine Jackfish, we sighted an enormous cat-
fish and took after it. We chased it from
point to point for nearly an hour belore I got
a chance to hit him with my gig. My aim
was sure, but | did not strike as near the
head as [ wished to, and afler about halfan
hour’s hard fight, the fish ran upon a shoal,
and we succeeded in landing it in the boat.
ltwas thebiggest cat that I ever saw, and we
were so excited by the chase and capture of
the monster that we failed to take the
necessary precautions after we had boated
the big fellow, but began pulling for shore,
Hardly a dozen strokes were taken with the
paddle before the fish flopped against the
side of the boat, and, fearing that he would
getout, I threw myselfupon him and made
a grab with my left hand for his gills. 1
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managed to insert the hand, and as [ did so,
thecat opened his mouth and my hand went
clear through his ponderous jaws, when he

" closed them with a snap upon my wrist,

gave a sudden lunge, and over went the
boat, the fish, myself, and companion strik-
ing the water at about the same time. The
old cat had me foul, and it was simply a
matter of luck on my part that I am here
tonight to tell how the fight ended. It
happened that the water was only about 4
feel deep where the boat capsized, with a
bar gradually sloping upward, and after
being pulled under several times by the
catfish, I managed to work myselfon to the
same shoal where we had landed the fish,
but when I did so 1 was unable to stand up,
and were it not for the assistance of my

companion I would have been dragged
back into decp waler again, as the cat never
relaxed his steel trap jaws a particle. Sit-
ling on the bottom, with the water rushing
about my chin, my companion rcached
down into the fish’s mouth, grappling him
decp in the gullet, and hung on until the
monsier was choked to death, and my
imprisoned left arm released. By wading
and swimming we reached the shore, found
our boat about 100 yards below, where it
had lodged against the bank, and then went
back and secured the old cat that gaveus the
fight ofour lives. The fishweighed just 151
pounds, and was undoubtedly the biggest
fish that was ever gigged in the Gascon-
ade.”

SHERRY'S

PooRr Boys

GARAGE &

COUNTRY KITCHEN

Bup & SHERRY PURSLEY, OWNERS
DAILY BUFFET - ALLYOU CAN EAT
$3.99

FRIDAY NIGHT SEAFOOD NIGHT
$6 .90 ALLYOU CAN EAT

BREAKFAST SERVED TOCQO!
&-7 MON - THURS, 6-8 FIR & SAT. & 7-3 SUN
Juaction 17-133, Crocker

Country Living
Flea Market

2 Miles On Hwy. Y
Open Air Flea Market With Booths Galore

Anvuthing from Furniture To Clothing
And Everything In Between. Tools

And A Whole Lot Of Surprises And A
Variety Of What You Call It....

Booth Rental Available And Yard Sales Welcome...
For more Information Call 336-3027

Country Living Flea Market

(Next To Country Living Court)
Open 8 am til sundown, Waynesville, Mo.

FT. WOOD TRAVEL

Pesonalized Professional Service in
Domestic and International Travel

SALVAGE

VFW Road
We Have New and Used Car and Truck Parts.
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HEARING AID
Center
1032 Mini Mall « St. Robert

| (314) 336-4670

= Alr Line Tickats = Car Rentals
« Cruises « Hotel A:‘u:ummﬂuns . 2 m: Tl Lookting Sgrvice:
= Custom Bus Tours = FREE Ticket Delivery in
= Military & Senior Discounts Waynesvilie, St Robert
= Personal & Business Trips & FL. Wood $ 24-Hour Wrecker
City National Savings & Loan Building ' Service from
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Mon.-Fri (314) E:ﬂﬂa]‘n-
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314-336-4957
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$20% OFF
Complete
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P.O. Box 4072 * Waynesville, Mo. 65583

S
: (314) 336-2028
1 || Jackets * Caps * T-Shirts » Team Uniforms
I Awards * Fund Raising Items
I Athletic Equipment
: 301 Marshall Drive
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left is where Artie Ferguson lives. House upper left is the old Hoops home. In back of
it is the old Christian Church which later burned. (Courtesy of Opal Walters)

FALCON FLOOR
COVERING

Carpet « Vinyl » Hardwood Floors + Ceramic Tile

* Lees * Cabin Craft = Elan
* Eden » Philadelphia « Armstrong
109 E. Commercial

(Next To Lebanon Post Office)
Largest Inventory In Town!

417-532-3118

Hwy. 63 South & 72
P.O. Eox 425 - Rolla, MO 65401

(314) 364-4155

Established 1969

wm-aliestern/Autom
LOW DISCOUNT PRICES
EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK
Auto - Home - Leisure

Open 8 - 8 Mon. - Fri.
8-5Sat 10-4Sun

(***) 113 & 115 Benton =
On The Square
Waynesville, Mo.

774-2311 =
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WOODIN'S

BODY SHOP

1 Mile on Hwy *Y*
Building Bodies For Over 20 Years

Auto Bodies That Is

Free Estim@

Rt. 6 Box 155 Danny Weoodin
Waynesville, Mo. Owner

Westside
| Computers, Inc.

r}'nur Complete Computer Resource Center
SALES = SERVICE » INSTRUCTION » FAX » COMY SERVICE

Westside Computer Offers UPS Services For
Your Convenience!

Come in & see our line of

< COMPUTERS JEH

Name Brand Quality At Mail Order Prices!

1011 Mini Mall 336-5646
St. Robert, Mo. FAX: 336-336&_'

PAUM'S
Bridal & Formal

*» Wedding Invitations & Accessories
» Wedding Gowns from $298.00
* Bridesmaid * Prom » Evening
* Free Alterations with Dress Purchase
1 DAY SERVICE
ON UNIFORM ALTERATIONS & PATCHES
- LAY-A-WAY WELCOME -

UPHOLSTERY WORK!

Upholstery for all types of classic cars,
customized vans, interior designs.
ALL TYPES OF FURNITURE

1028 Mini Mall, St. Robert, Mo.

TE% 336-3848 or 774-5206 ()
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