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Marles County Business Leaders 0f 1897

By Gary Knehans

JOHN OTTO was born on a Maries
County farm on October 8th, 1856. He
came to Vienna in 1879 and obtained
employment as a clerk in R. L.
Schenker’s store until 1883, when he
started a business on a small amount of
capital he had saved. By 1897, he had
built up one of the finest stores in the
area, featuring ten thousand dollars
worth of goods. Otto owned consider-
able real estate in the community, as well
as some farm property. He married
Maggie Buschmann on February 22nd,
1881. Their family in 1897 incloded
three boys and one girl.

JOSEPH WEIDINGER. was a Manes
County farmboy who made good. Born
on a farm six miles north of Vienna on
May 3rd, 1860, Weidinger struck out on
his own when he became of age. With
no money of his own, he used carpentry
skills obtained on the farm and became a
full fledged architect and builder. Many
houses and large barns in both Maries
and Osage County were built by
Weidinger. In December, 1896, he used
his savings and formed a partnership
with Benjamin Volmert to purchase B
H. Schenker's store. Weidinger bought
Volmert's share in the store in Septem-
ber, 1897.

ROBERT L. SCHENKER, father of
R. H. Schenker, was born in Saxony,
Germany in 1840, and came to St. Louis
in 1846. At the age of 13, he bagan
clerking in a dry goods store. Schenker
was sent to Vienna in 1869 to take
charge of a stock of goods owned by
Barr, Duncan, and Company of 5t
Louis, which later became Barr Dry
Goods Company. The following year, he
started a modest business, which
subsequently prospered. Schenker sold
the store to his son, R. H., and retired
from the mercantile business. He later
sold real estate, investigated titles, and
paid taxes on behalf of non-residents. In
1878, he was elected first district
associate judge of the county court.
Schenker served two terms as Maries
County treasurer, beginning in 1884,

ROBERT H. SCHENKER, son of the

previous, was born in Vienna May 12th,
1871. After taking a commercial course
in Jones' Commercial College, St. Louis,
in 1888, the younger Schenker returned
to Vienna. Forming a partnership with
J. M. Birmingham, Schenker bought and
sold cattle and hogs. In 1894, he
purchased his father’s store, but sold out
to Weidinger and Volmert in September,
1896. Young Bob then purchased a

STORE

PosT PawN

i DE

(’S AND SWENSON’S ; |

saloon in St. Louis, but after a few
months of business there, moved his
business to St. James.

THOMAS A. FELKER, the eldest
son of John Felker, was born March
10th, 1860, in Vienna. After receiving
education in the Vienna public school, he
became a Maries County teacher. Felker
later spend 18 months in the literary
department of Missouri State University
in Columbia. In 1881, he was appointed
deputy county collector under J. M.
Anderson. Felker was elected county
collector in 1884 and was re-clected in
1886. He was elected Maries County
Circuit Clerk and Recorder in 1890 and
served one term in that office. Felker
wenl into the cattle business. He marmned
Millie Tyree of Carthage on January
23rd, 1884. They had three children in
1897.

JOHN P. COATES, an Englishman by
birth, came to this country with his
parents when he was two years old. His
family moved from St. Louis to Maries
County when he was 10 years old.

Coates purchased the Vienna Hotel from
Thomas Ready in 1890. In 1873, he
married Mary Rogers. In 1897, the
family included one son and three
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daughters. He was described as a jolly,
genial host, extracting much genuine
enjoyment from life.

DE. SOLOMON A. GREMFP, another
rural Vienna native, was born October
Sth, 1859, on a farm four miles north of
town. When he was 16, his family
moved to Weaubleau, where Solomon
took a three years course in the
Weaubleau Christian Institute. The
family moved 1o Columbia in 1878,
Gremp studied for three years in the
medical department of the State Univer-
sity there, graduating second in his class.
Dr. Gremp returned to Vienna on
January 1st, 1883, and undertook the
practice of medicine with Dr. H. J.
Barnett. One year later, he established
an independent practice and was united
in marriage on July 2nd, 1884, 1o Netiie
Felker. Gremp also served four years as
Vienna postmaster.
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AUTO SERVICJJ

CERTIF[ED TO DO
AIR CONDITIONER WORK
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Maintenance and
Repair for most
American and
Foreign Made Cars |

774-2390 !

| 1010 West Business 144 Waynesville, Mo. I

Threlkeld
Machine Shop

(314) 336-3149 » Monday-Friday 8-5
» Automotive Engine Rebuilding
® Crankshaft Grinding
e Flywheel Grinding
® Drive Line Repair
¢ Valve Grinding
® Guide & Scat Grinding
In Business Since 1961
11/2 Miles down Hw;F 28 from Exit 163

TVS e STEREOS « JEWELRY
GUNS « CAMERAS
Just Qutside Main Gate to Fort Wood

St. Robert
(314) 336-3441
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ZEIGENBEIN
SANITATION

"SERVICING
THIS
AREA SINCE
1959"

THE HEAD SHED

Cuts = Colors *Perms
* Waxing * Manicuring

REGINA ZEIGENBEIN
STYLIST

MARGE HOLT
OWNER- OPERATOR

Commercial »

« Residential -
» Rural -

336-4848

114 Zeigenbein Circle

RAMADA INN COMPLEX
336-5855 ST. ROBERT
MON-SAT 9:00 AM - 7:00 PM
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